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ECOTAGE! 

Disgusted by continuing pollution and inspired 
by the exploits of “The Fox”— an unidentified 
citizen in the Chicago area who has made life 
miserable for offending corporations by stopping 
up smokestacks, plugging factory drains and 
dumping sludge on posh home-office carpets — 
Environmental Action has launched the first 
National Ecotage Contest. 

The Purpose: To think up ideas the ordinary 
citizen might use to bring public attention to, 
and pressure against, corporate polluters. 

The Result: This collection of pester ings, ha- 
rassments, pranks, foul-ups and public relations 
catastrophes— from the brightest, most mischie- 
vous minds in the universities, the financial 
world and (traitors to their class) even business- 
men themselves. 

For Extras: Mike Royko, author of Boss , does a 
hats-off profile of “The Fox,” and Robert Town- 
send, who startled the business world with Up 
the Organization, starts the book off with some 
really radical ideas ! 
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(e'-ko-tazh or e'-ko-tazh), n. [MnE. ecology 
and sabotage , from Gr. oikos, a house, and logy , to 
study; and saboter, to damage machinery with wood- 
en shoes], the branch of tactical biology that deals 
willi the relationship between living organisms and 
their technology. It usually refers to tactics which 
can be executed without injury to life systems. 
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foreword 


“Work within the system,” said King George 
III to John Hancock, Nathanael Greene, Nathan 
Hale and some of the other hairy freaks of that 
period. 

“Which system?” was the appropriate response 
then — and it’s just as appropriate today. 

Is it the system that awards the largest fine in 
corporate history to Standard Oil Company of 
California ($1,000,000) which, when you figure 
it out, turns out to be the equivalent of a one 
dollar parking ticket to someone earning $100 
a week? Hardly an appropriate deterrent for will- 
ingly, knowingly, massively and deliberately pol- 
luting the Gulf of Mexico. And none of their offi- 
cers felt any punishment at all! Is that the system 
we’re supposed to work within? 

Or maybe we should work within the system 
that sentenced a fifty-year-old man in February 
1970 to one thousand years in jail after fin ding 
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him guilty of robbing a Dallas dry-cleaning store 
of $73.10. 

Or maybe it’s the system under which the U.S. 
in 1956 sued General Motors for monopolizing 
the manufacture and sale of buses. Having let the 
company stall in the courts for nine years, they 
settled with a consent agreement (a nifty gim- 
mick not available to individuals which lets a 
corporation olf Scot-free by saying: “We don’t 
admit we’re guilty, but we promise not to commit 
that exact crime again.”). In this case the agree- 
ment provided that if before 1976 any one of 
the three pitiful competitors who shared what 
was left after GM’s 84% of the market disap- 
peared, GM would have to create a competitor 
and turn it loose. What happened? Guess! Not 
one but two of the three have disappeared — and 
the Justice Department has not made any effort 
to reopen the case. Now, should we work within 
a system that allows mass transportation to fail 
while it encourages the arch-enemy of mass trans- 
portation to control the manufacture and sale of 
buses? 

Everybody has to be guided by his own con- 
science. Nader must work within the system. My 
personal position is that when I can be shown 
1 00 top corporate executives in jail — in the same 
cells, with the same guards, cell-mates and regi- 
men normally reserved for the poor, the black 
and the long-haired — then I’ll believe the system 
is worth trying to save. 

Having read the suggestions in this book for 
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filling the attention of corporate executives fo- 
• ir. rd on their more obvious crimes, I’m amazed 
I luil the boycott isn’t being used. Young people 
lotlny have an impressive communication net- 
work. Somehow you all dress the same, listen 
to the same music, read the same things. Why 
not pass the word: “No more GM cars until they 
put one out with a clean engine.” GM is so big 
that automakers in Japan, Germany, U.K. and 
especially in America don’t dare innovate with- 
out their blessing. They own the U.S. govern- 
ment, as Nixon’s August 1971 economic package 
shows. For years they’ve had the wealth, the 
capability and the duty to produce a pollutionless 
engine. But you’re not telling them to do it. The 
only messages they get come from their dealers. 
If you stopped buying their cars and let them 
know why, they’d start to move when their 
dealers began to feel it. Yet you clods are going 
to buy 5,000,000 GM cars in 1971 alone! 

To me the most pressing danger in America 
is that we’ll let a succession of half-assed human 
beings like Nixon and Mitchell, working through 
the giant mushy corporate and government bu- 
reaucracies, turn us into a high-cost, third-rate 
nation of dullards. 

Admiral Rickover used to say that the only 
way bureaucracies can stop doing what they’re 
doing is as a result of drastic action from the 
outside. 

Preliminary Step: Ecotage — if Thomas Jeffer- 
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son, Patrick Henry and George Washington were 
alive today they’d be ecoteurs by night. 

Intermediate Step: Find a presidential candi- 
date of any party who wants to break up the big 
corporations and cut the government bureaucra- 
cies down to manageable size. Send him money 
(he’ll need it!) and then vote him into office. 

Final Step: Help him do it. 

That’s about all. Read this book. Use whatever 
ideas fit your own personality. And keep cool. 
One of Nader’s least publicized characteristics is 
a great sense of humor. I don’t remember Robin 
Hood staying uptight for very long either. 

Good luck, have fun and never he except when 
you’re under oath. Maybe you’ll be the first Fox 
on your block. 
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So we decided to make a little addition to the 
English language. Various friends were consulted 
and we came up with two descriptive words that 
intrigued us — ecotage (ecology plus sabotage) 
and sabotology (sabotage plus ecology). Being 
affiliated with an organization that wanted to 
emphasize the ecological aspects of our contest 
rather than the sabotological, we opted for eco- 
tage. 

The contest started to attract publicity and 
people began to find out about it. As the entries 
started coming in, we began to feel we could 
collect enough ideas for a book. The people at 
Simon and Schuster shared our vision and agreed 
to publish it. 

The contest also attracted the attention of the 
United States Chamber of Co mm erce which is- 
sued a warning to their members that business, 
as a result of the contest, might be the “target 
of sabotage done in the name of ecology.” This 
gave us a tremendous boost. Business Week, 
Jack Anderson, and numerous newspapers did 
stories on what we were doing and the entries 
kept coming in. We received over a thousand 
ideas in all from which we have taken the best 
for this book. 

Ecotage! cannot be considered a guide to cor- 
porate guerrilla warfare; it is simply a collection 
of ideas sent to us from every state and several 
foreign countries on how the individual can ap- 
ply social pressures to corporations and other 
institutions that are polluting, exploiting, or 
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oiliri wise acting as bad citizens. In the final 
uii.tlv.is, these ideas are only a starting point; 
lin y cun only bring attention to current problems 
no i lint public pressure can be mobilized to rec- 
tify the wrongs being committed. 

Wc are not advocating that those who buy 
this book go out and try each one of the tactics 
Included. Some of them would be counterpro- 
ductive and others are just plain silly. But it is 
Important for readers to become aware that such 
Ideas do exist and that there are already groups 
actively involved in implementing some of them. 

Some will charge that there is nothing new 
about ecotage; in their minds it is just vigilante 
Justice. If it was there would be no need to 
seriously consider it as a tactical approach. But 
because it involves a call to a new moral ethic 
which exists among those who recognize the 
wrongs perpetrated by some of man’s inventions, 
it cannot be dismissed so easily. Ecotage should 
never be used to harass the individual who is 
trapped in a system. It should focus social pres- 
sure on those who have the power to make the 
changes. Ecotage must make a definite point 
about an environmental abuse to those who see 
or hear about it. 

It will be a mistake for the business com- 
munity or the press to interpret these ideas as a 
tendency toward violence or irresponsibility. If 
anything, they represent frustration because the 
problems are not being solved. Those who en- 
tered the Ecotage Contest know that real solu- 
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tions, not Madison Avenue slogans, are needed. 
They know that a $500 fine for water pollution 
means nothing to a multi-million-dollar corpora- 
tion. They know that highways are the problem, 
not highway beautification. They know that most 
corporations are too big to be responsive to pub- 
lic needs. 

We were overwhelmed at the wide range of 
responses we received from those who entered 
the contest. This reinforced our belief that en- 
vironmental concerns bridge all social gaps. The 
outrage at what is happening to the country is 
shared by Eagle Scouts, retired business execu- 
tives, housewives, radical college students, con- 
cerned parents, and other groups. 

We would like to thank all of those who sub- 
mitted material for Ecotage! Special credit should 
also go to the staff of Environmental Action who 
took so much time out of their impossible sched- 
ules to offer advice and help in putting this book 
together. Extra applause goes to Avery Taylor 
who was present the night the idea was born and 
has faithfully helped to nurture it. The others 
of the staff are: Doug Amrine, Lew Bailes, Joan 
Belief, Tim Dwyer, Vicki Garrett, Peter Hamik, 
Linda Katz, Betty Livingston, Phil Michael, Tom 
Plumb, and Barbara Reid. Finally our hat is off 
to Mike Royko and “The Fox.” 

We dedicated this book to “The Fox” because 
his campaign to draw attention to the environ- 
mental problems around Chicago was the first 
to draw nationwide publicity. His efforts also 
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hi • i depict the spirit with which ecotage is to 
hr ranied out. He has not engaged in activity 
which harms life. He constantly attempts to focus 
n (trillion on the problems created by corporate 
America. 

"The Fox” also deserves special credit be- 
cause he has put his ideas into action, whereas 
lor many, ecotage will remain a fantasy. But even 
I hose who can only strike at polluters and de- 
spoilers in their dreams do so because they share 
a vision of a country which has clean air, thriving 
urban centers, proper land use, safe work areas 
and clean water. So if ecotage is condemned, the 
condemnation is of a system which demands eco- 
lagc, a system which is so unresponsive to the 
needs and dreams of its constituents that it forces 
them underground to effect change. 




My object all sublime 

I shall achieve in time 

To let the punishment fit the crime— 

The punishment fit the crime 

And make each prisoner pent 
Unwillingly represent 
A source of innocent merriment! 

THE MIKADO 


You've read our definition and ideas about 
milage, now let’s look at some suggestions on 
. < ‘averting it to tactics. 

We at the Theta Chi Fraternity have received 
Information on your “Ecotage” program, and 
we would like to submit the following for action, 
which has as yet not been tried, but soon shall 
be. The purpose of this program is to disrupt 
i lie flow of normal traffic in cities to emphasize 
i lie need for efficient public transportation and 
fo combat the emission pollution of current mass 
private transportation. The uniqueness of this 
proposal is that it’s completely legal and that it’s 
possible to almost entirely immobilize an entire 
city. 

The first prerequisite is to get as many as pos- 
sible concerned persons with bicycles. The basic 
presumption of this plan is the fact that a bicycle 
is legally a “vehicle” in most states. 

The idea is for groups of bicyclists, during rush 
21 
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hour, to ride in the lanes of traffic on the major 
thru-way (s) of a city. It is necessary that the 
road have more than one lane of traffic in one 
direction so no police officer can issue a citation 
for going too slow and obstructing traffic. It is 
evident here that groups of cyclists spread every 
quarter or half mile could cause a major slow- 
down. 

To carry this idea one step further, there is a 
second legal premise from which to work. That is 
that every cross street is an intersection, and traf- 
fic is required by law to stop at all intersections 
for pedestrians, be they marked or not. There- 
fore, groups of people on foot could work with 
those on bicycles, and entire sections of a city 
could be brought to a halt, this being accom- 
plished simply by having people continue to cross 
the main roads at intersections without lights, 
creating a moving “curtain” across the roadway. 
This could be extremely effective in tying up 
sections of a city. 

Although this idea has not been tried here 
yet, or elsewhere to the best of my knowledge, 
it was hatched in part by an officer of the Ari- 
zona Highway Patrol, and hence is based on 
solid legal grounds. We hope that perhaps our 
contribution will be useful elsewhere. 

M.G., Theta Chi Fraternity 

Tucson, Arizona 
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I l ip stamp out the parking meter eyesore. 

I I just costs a penny and a little liquid metal. 
I'itt (he liquid metal on the penny, and put the 
|tt tiny in the meter. 

It’s real solid, man! 

“The Wolf” 
Dundee, Michigan 



There is a great push on from concerted efforts 
til some major oil companies to put in the Trans- 
Alnskan Pipeline. An effective, but as yet un- 
n led, ccotage tactic might be borrowed from the 
niili-war people. It would need a great deal of 
newspaper and TV coverage to be really effec- 
tive. A “straight-looking” person gets out of his 
i ur, takes out his wallet, removes his oil company 
credit card, and burns the damn thing. Think 
what it would mean if thousands of people all 
over the country did it. 

B.B. 

Morgantown, West Virginia 




I suggest that every woman who sees a dan- 
gerously or illegally parked car which could 
prove a hazard to the life of a child or elderly 
person should whip out her lipstick and draw a 
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line along the side window as she walks by. This 
could be done unobtrusively, and “Women’s 
Lib must be wondering what to do with their 
old lipsticks. 

M.R.W. 

Surrey, England 



“The Greening of America,” our style: 

Plant Kudzu Vine seeds (Pueraria hirsuta) 
around junk car lots and other roadside eyesores. 
Kudzu Vine will grow twenty-five feet high in 
one season, and it reseeds itself. It is illegal to 
cultivate in some states. A handful of seeds 
would obliterate most junk yards. 

Jack and Annie 
Rosman, North Carolina 



I’d like to enter your “Ecotage Contest.” My 
pet aversion just now is billboards and I’d like 
very much to see billboarding made so expensive 
that the billboard erectors would all consider 
going into something at which they could make 
an honest living. 

To bring that happy day closer, here is what 
I propose: devise- ten- or fifteen-foot rolls of flu- 
orescent tape, some three feet wide and with a 
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Ijullc mil ky substance on the back which would 
funko ihr tape adhere to paper with a real bond- 
inn a* lion. Perhaps an epoxy-type glue could be 
H*M which would be sure to pull billboard paper 
Hli'iic with it when it was removed by an irate 
l*l!llmiml man. The legend, “This advertiser be- 
IIpvi . in polluting the landscape — don’t patronize 
him.'' or something similar could be printed in 
I'm id letters on the front of the tape. 

A member of the Eco-underground could carry 
a number of rolls around with him, and when the 
moon was down some quiet evening, he could 
l*o to work on the local billboard trust. 

There it is — no violence, no untoward, noisy 
Mwing to attract the attention of those sworn to 
uphold law and order — but a few hundred de- 
li i mined activists in various areas of our country 
could set the billboard industry back thirty or 
forty years. 

E.B. 

Vincentown, New Jersey 



Here is a suggestion for the removal of elderly 
billboards, those supported by wood posts (6x6, 
Kx8, etc.). One could limit this tactic to illegal 
ones, those too near interstate highways, if one 
so desired. 

The advantage of this suggestion is to reduce 
I he chance of being caught and make the de- 
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struction of the billboards spectacular. The meth- 
od is simple. 

At night, drill a half- or three-quarter-inch 
hole, at a 45-degree angle downward, in each 
supporting post of each billboard which is to be 
removed. This can be done over a long period of 
time. When the holes are ready, chunks of white 
phosphorus and a small quantity of alcohol 
should be dropped down each hole (the phos- 
phorus is kept in alcohol to keep it from spon- 
taneously oxidizing). While one makes his 
departure, the alcohol evaporates and each piece 
of phosphorus bursts into flames, providing 
enough fuel to catch the post on lire. And when 
one is miles away, the posts are burning down. 
This should be done only during a season when 
surrounding vegetation is moist and will not catch 
fire, spreading to other non-targets. 

B.K. 

Sacramento, California 



We the beavers of the Kaskaskia River Valley 
are being driven out of our homes by the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ $98 million barge canal to 
subsidize Peabody Coal. One of our canoeist 
friends fortunately has taken photographs of our 
homes being destroyed. Some of our friends are 
writing down the locations of Peabody Coal 
Operation Green Earth billboards on major II- 
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Int'liways. The nine largest newspapers in 
| Mint tin will receive large prints of the devastation 

„i homes. About the time they open their 

hm!I Mini look at the prints, nine Operation 
Mm. n I anil billboards will be gnawed down 
...ili ilu precision of nine axemen. Until then, 
.. . i. ilde on Ninemile Creek, one of the small 
.i.i. n i reams that is surviving Operation Green 
i uih 1 1 is crowded and we are hungry. 

••The Beaver of the Kaskaskia River Valley” 
( arbondale, Illinois 


IK.-?* 

Mark billboards which advertise cars with the 
, .mounts of hydrocarbons, poisonous gases, and 
. ,u bon dioxide given off by that particular model. 

S.N. 

Anaheim, California 



The purpose of the activity outlined in this 
proposal is to label the more offensive billboards 
in an area as eco-pornography, creating in the 
process anger, dissent, and general hassle among 
(he billboard companies. Implicit in the actions 
outlined in this proposal is the possibility of pros- 
ecution on misdemeanor charges. Personnel who 
would suffer by a minor charge on their records 


could not participate. The organization should bo 
prepared to raise bail and legal fees. (Jury trials 
are splendid publicity! ) 

The first step is to obtain a billboard suitable 
for display of an ad as produced by one of the 
eco-criminals. The billboard should be rented for 
a month, and the chosen ad displayed. After one 
weeks display, a large banner reading “ECO- 
PORNOGRAPHY” should be pasted across the 
ad. No legal repercussions should be expected at 
this point; the act would be too small to incur 
the wrath of a large company. If there is trouble, 
there should be no problem in stalling them until 
e month s rent on the billboard space runs out. 
When the billboard rent runs out, the company 
is dissolved. Several days later, a crew of two 
men dressed in coveralls should be sent out in a 
small truck with ladders, brushes, etc. They can 
paste “ECO-PORNOGRAPHY” banners on all 
of the selected billboards. A second team in a 
private car should take pictures of all the defaced 
signs, including at least one shot of the crew in 
action. (Take it from a distance.) 

Prepare a press packet, including the pictures, 
and send it to the local papers, radio stations, 
TV stations, UPI and AP. In this packet, an- 
nounce that the signs have been labeled because 
they represent attempts by polluters to hide their 
crimes behind a smokescreen of advertising. In- 
clude a list of offending companies and billboards 
which contains several signs not previously la- 
beled. Sign the materials with a fanciful name 
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»•> li i I nil) Action Tactical Force.” Include 
fpyiMtfl prewritten news stories adequate to be 
"it tin' ii ir. Announce that the group has 
i>»*li I" run its light. Set up a press conference for 
ih* £i"ii|'\ lawyer. 

i " I to the release of the press material, it 
k iMiii li* ally impossible to get arrested. The sim- 
ple iii* iti.i of large corporations will see to that. 
It >m Inquisitive Highway Patrol officer should 
llop, have l lie crew tell him that “Mr. Jamison” 
of Ai r Sign Co. gave them their orders, and that 
•l»« bunncr was paid for by “The Keep It Clean 
A»->oi ml ion” or something similar. Have a phone 
a a ml ui (a phone booth is dandy) for the nice 
• •till i r to call to speak to “Mr. Jamison.” 

After the publicity puff, it will be harder to 
it void arrest, but the risk is still low. It is vital 
i" hit at least a couple more signs on the list, 
lol lowed by publicity releases. (“Earth Action 
I orce Strikes Again.”) This will insure good 
pu ss interest. On the later strikes, make arrange- 
ii u - ii Is to be discreetly photographed by a TV 
> iiineraman. TV stations love this kind of story, 
uni they will no doubt do an interview in addi- 
tion. Above all, do not fail to include the wire 
no i vices in all publicity. 

In trying to stop your activities, the advertisers 
will generate a good deal of hassle for legitimate 
sign pasters. Any stirring about will be beneficial 
to the cause. No matter what happens, arrest or 
success, accompany it with a barrage of well- 
written press releases. If you keep in mind that 
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you are buying publicity to expose eco-pomog- 
raphers, and if you conduct yourself according- 
ly, you cannot fail. The project will cost about 
$500, depending on billboard rates in your target 
area. The billboard rental is the major expense, 
but you must have it in order to safely buy the 
“ECO-PGRNOGRAPHY” banners. If a sign 
company can be found that will cooperate, that 
expense is avoidable. Legal fees could run up to 
a thousand dollars if an arrest occurs. That as- 
sumes that you try to keep out of jail. If you 
don’t have that much, find two sign pasters who 
won’t mind ten to thirty days in jail for a good 
cause. 

C.A. 

Louisville, Kentucky 



The most widely publicized action against bill- 
boards has been the chopping down of these 
signs. However, the complete campaign against 
billboards must entail much more than the de- 
struction of the small percentage of signs that 
are wooden and thus easily destroyed. A com- 
plete campaign must include effective methods of 
getting rid of billboards as well as prevention 
against the establishment of any more. Getting 
rid of billboards involves action on two levels, 
legal removal and illegal destruction. Prevention 
against creation of more signs also takes place on 


I1RINGING IT HOME 


31 


. . I.- vela, creation and enforcement of laws 

• I- >ni i I >i I (boards and persuasion of billboard 
► n. hi , against the use of billboard advertising. 

An organized campaign for legal removal of 

• .in mi. M ils should involve petition drives to con- 
B .. nu n, attorney generals, governors, etc. Re- 
... ..nil should be conducted into existing laws 
in iti’ in mine which billboards are in violation of 
.it. law. These billboards should be cited as law 
Mutations to county sheriffs, attorney generals, 

, i. A legal prevention campaign should also 
-list of letter and petition drives to congress- 

MH II. 

I otters should also be sent to businessmen ask- 
ing for a discontinuance of billboard advertising, 
in addition, they should be presented petitions 
«lgncd by people promising a boycott of their 
I uni nesses if they continue to advertise with out- 
duor signs. If enough manpower can be mustered 
a picket line can be established in front of busi- 
nesses that do use the signs. 

The publicity from the destruction of billboards 
ran be a major and sometimes sole prompter to 
legal removal, prevention, and client dissuasion. 

I or these reasons the illegal destruction of bill- 
hoards serves a far greater purpose than merely 
I lie immediate removal of a few signs. 

An efficient billboard-destruction operation, 
whether large scale or small scale, should include 
some kind of scouting. If the campaign is to last 
any more than a week some type of mapping 
should be included with the scouting. The in- 
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formation needed for mapping can be gathered 
by a staged breakdown at the billboard site. Items 
to note while “making repairs” are distance of 
sign from highway entrances and exits, proximity 
of human habitations, the presence of lights, 
number of poles and composition, and the pres- 
ence of metal guards on wooden poles. 

Although only four or five people are needed 
to conduct an efficient billboard-destruction cam- 
paign, it is wise to have ten or more people in the 
operation. This way it is almost always possible to 
obtain a sizable crew even though a few members 
may have prior commitments. At least one per- 
son, more if possible, should have a good car 
available. The crew for a sign-sawing mission 
should include one driver and four choppers. The 
equipment should consist of three saws that ap- 
proximate the letter D in shape (called by many 
names) available inexpensively at hardware or 
department stores, and one or two crowbars. The 
most popular system of dropoffs and pickups is 
the parachute patrol. The driver drops the bill- 
board crew off at the billboard site. He then 
drives back and forth on the highway between 
exits until he sees that the sign is down. At this 
time he pulls off the highway and the crew, who 
should be waiting near the road, jumps in the 
car for a fast takeoff. 

After the dropoff the chopping crew, clad in 
dark clothes and gloves, heads for the desired 
sign trying to remain unseen. Once the sign is 
reached a method of attack should be quickly de- 
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♦m iiiliicd, laking into consideration such factors 
•• wind, number of posts and arrangement of 
mppni is. If the poles have metal reinforcing these 
ifi* Mild be pried off with the crowbars. The poles 
•it' >tild then be cut from the windward side. Two 
in. n | n r saw has proved to be the fastest method. 
An r slra saw should be brought along in case 
• n w blade breaks. 

All I he posts should not be cut completely. 
I Iih will keep the sign standing until the crew is 
i. ..ly to have it fall. A FALLING BILLBOARD 
I S I >1 'FINITELY VISIBLE FROM THE HIGH- 
WAY. For this reason, the sign should be pushed 
' * i i i only when the highway is clear of oncoming 
imlllc. After the sign falls a check of equipment 
■In mid be made to avoid leaving anything be- 
in ml. The crew should then head for the highway 
it m I KEEP DOWN to wait for their pickup. With 
mi experienced crew it is possible to destroy up to 
fifteen billboards in one night. 

Unfortunately, a large percentage of outdoor 
signs are not constructed on wooden posts and 
is more wooden-poled billboards fall the per- 
i entage of metal-poled billboards will increase. 

I lowever, an effective method for attacking metal- 
I'oled billboards has been developed. This method 
is known as “extinguishing” and employs fire 
i-xlinguisher, paint and a long, thin stirring uten- 
sil. Large institutions, such as universities, have 
been known to be unsuspecting donors of fire 
extinguishers. Door-to-door paint drives “for a 
local ecology group to paint a few signs” are 


34 


ECOTAGE! 


time-consuming, but have often proved very pro 
ductive. Old paint can usually be found in every- 
body’s basement or paint closet. Once the 
materials are gathered it is a simple matter to pul 
them together. The fire extinguisher should bo 
opened (they open at the top and sometimes re- 
quire encouragement from a hammer). One gal- 
lon of paint — water base is preferred, but oil base 
is a good substitute — is poured into the extin- 
guisher along with one gallon of warm water. It 
must be mixed very well. The extinguisher is then 
closed very tightly and pressurized at any gas 
station’s air hose to the middle of the safety zone 
on the pressure gauge. 

Once it is ready, it is very easy and quick to 
actually paint a sign. This method takes only a 
driver and a sprayer and is so quick that the 
driver can stop and fake engine repairs while the 
sign is being painted. The sign should only be de- 
faced and not completely covered. If preferred 
the parachute patrol method can also be em- 
ployed. 

After returning to home base the extinguisher 
should be depressurized by inverting and spray- 
ing (Caution: some paint may still be caught in 
the hose — watch out). The sprayer should then 
be filled with water for storage. The hose and 
works should be cleaned periodically to insure 
good results every time. 

Both the previously mentioned ideas have been 
tried and are in use at the time of this writing. 
However, other techniques have been discussed 
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■ „.l m nut* tried with varying results. Axes and 
t li .in nows while inflicting great amounts of dam- 
*£*. iiUu tend to attract large crowds due to the 
I ’ . 1 1 1 unnatural noise — for this reason these tools 

.... ini i lie super daring with large defense funds. 

M my ideas have arisen to combat the tower- 
.... in. •ml billboards. Hacksaws have been tried 
rtud i ejected as being much too slow. Soil pipe 

h have been suggested for the round metal 

j.i.len, but as yet are untested. Here is one for 
#..,neonc with chemical sources: mix up a good 
i.. it. 1 1 of thermite and pack it around the base of 
..it the poles. Run a waterproof fuse into each 
l>tli Clear the area of all bumables and light 
fir., i run like hell! A friend in the lab will be 
little to aid you in your gathering of the necessary 
lumicals. The thermite when ignited gives off 
I n ut heat and should literally melt the poles. 

In the spring when the fields won’t bum, gas 
i mi be poured at the base of each wooden pole 
until each is saturated. A thin trail of gas between 
r iieh pole will make sure the whole sign goes up 
in flames. A long waterproof fuse can then be 
mu to any pole. It is then a matter of lighting 
mid again running like hell. 

All of the ideas and techniques suggested are 
hut a small part of the total ecology movement — 
mi much more needs to be done in so many areas 
to make business, industry, and consumers aware 
and active on environmental problems. In order 
lor this awareness to come about a few pioneering 
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individuals must take decisive action NOW I" 
whip the rest of the world into action. 

M.T. 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 


-tt 


An unexplored area of exerting pressure on 
offending employers is to persuade labor unions 
to include beneficial ecology-improving technical 
changes in their contract negotiations. It certain- 
ly won’t benefit the individual worker to have a 
four-day work week and no good fishing streams 
or heavily polluted air at his favorite sports event. 
If the costly technical changes are included in 
labor contract negotiations, then labor can claim 
a definite hand in cleaning up our environment 
and industry can more readily justify these ex- 
penses to their stockholders. 

What is needed to do this effectively is a series 
of suggestions made available by ecological ex- 
perts and given to the unions. It is feasible that 
educational teams could meet with the labor 
unions to orient them to this new contract ex- 
pectation and to relate it to their specific em- 
ployer. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 
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1 1 1 • \ •K'me paint, a couple of brushes and 

I, i . mid some nails. Make signs. Put them in 

a;>|H • ijh i.itc areas. 

\ «>i example: 

h u h unsafe for swimming, courtesy Crass 
i In inicals Corp. 

\h pollution, courtesy of Lungmold Steel Co. 

N ol HO pollution area, courtesy of Decibel Air- 
liltCH. 

Put up such signs and call a newspaper or TV 
u i Ion fast. Don’t tell them you did it, just ask 
i linn if they’ve heard about it and know whats 
it, ilng on. Tell them a crowd is gathering. 

“Barracuda” 
Miami, Florida 


pj £l> 4 v , 'A 

Find out about land that is going to be plowed 
up for housing developments and place a sign on 
1 1 ( preferably if it is by a public street) that reads 
as follows: 

“In this land live a countless number of plants, 
animals and insects. It will soon be plowed up 
for houses for more people. These poor things 
unlike the people who will someday live here 
have no chance of moving. It will be done by 
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- * ( ’oust ruction Company will build on 

i*»u w I K-t her you like it or not.” 


and 

the blanks). Write them at 
care, and tell them 


company (Fill 


your feelings.” 

S.N. 


I*i*i llir sign on the property beside a busy 

mad. Then call a newspaper, acting ex- 

*♦» mi ly uale. Tell them you’ve seen the sign and 
> i ■ know what the hell Rotten Construction 
••a they are doing and who do they think they 
, Ht Half an hour later (to give the press 
mi, | IV people time to get there) call the mayor, 
/oiling board, the company and the cops, 
•nil m ling irate. 

“Barracuda” 
Miami, Florida 


Anaheim, Califoi II u 


-jvoumug large ecology flags on yellow con 
struction equipment with green spray paint ami 
a ample sternal, you crea te the impression to the 

2 £ f - the contractor has done this himsdl 
and that he is very ecology-minded in his projects 

his works in reverse by making him conscious 
of every anti-ecology move he makes. 

It would take guts to send bulldozers painted 
with large ecology flags up against trees, etc. 


Manners can also be applied to office buildings. 
\ mlled-up 40-50-foot banner lettered with a felt- 
tip marker can fit into an attache case and be 
smuggled onto a roof or into a washroom with a 
window and from there shown to the world. The 
1 1 si can be generalized (“Enjoy Your Smog To- 
day?”) or building-specific (“. Insures 

l’< >11 liters,” “ Rots Your Lungs,” etc.). 

J.K. 

Arlington, Virginia 


If a powerful group that has no concern for 

ZZ ? f ty bkds is P ]annin g to develop a 
r to e tract of undeveloped land, don’t feel like 
there is nothing that can be done. 

®“ y Tf a hUg ® piece ° f P I y wood and paint it 
lute. If possible, make a good copy of the com- 
pany name and insignia in the company colors, 
rhe sign should read something like this: 
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As a concerned, spirited citizen, I propose the 
following tactics to confront our beautiful Amer- 
ica’s enemies. 

I propose that, for the purpose of advertising, 
each state adopt a new name for use in their 
cleanup campaign, i.e., Massachusetts — Messa- 
chusetts, Mississippi — Mississdirty , Louisiana — 
Louisilousy, Vermont — Vergaunt, California — 
Califorlornia, Kentucky — Sintucky. 

M.K. 

Nashua, New Hampshire 



The municipal landfill in this area was burning 
its refuse in blatant violation of a state regulation 
against open burning. Many requests were made 
to the Indiana Air Pollution Control Board to 
stop this violation but to no avail. They claimed 
a manpower shortage and insufficient funds to 
pursue the matter. We offered free technical as- 
sistance and expert witnesses but were refused 
participation. Due to a local political power play 
surrounding the proposed area-wide sanitary land- 
fill, the news media would not cooperate in pub- 
licizing this violation of a state ordinance. The 
holdup on this proposed landfill encouraged West 
Lafayette to bum its refuse to reduce the volume 
since it was running out of space. 

Reading about “The Fox” and his capers set 
our minds whirling. In a rap session one evening 
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nftcr a meeting, we entertained the idea of “spik- 
ing” the trash around Purdue with a powerful 
odorant which would only become noticeable up- 
on combustion with other trash. 

The beauty of this caper was: 

1 ) The prevailing wind over the dump and 
the Greater Lafayette and West Lafayette area. 

2) A local pharmaceutical company upwind 
of the dump would probably get blamed for the 
stink. It would flatly deny the accusation which 
would set off a chain reaction of events in local 
government, industry, and citizenry. The effect 
would alert all to the seriousness of the dump 
burning. 

3) Local citizens would continue applying 
pressure as long as the stink continued. A few 
years back this pressure caused the above-men- 
tioned pharmaceutical company to install odor- 
control devices. 

4) The source of the odorant would be hard 
to trace. 

5) In order to “stop the stink” the dump 
would have to stop burning. When the dump 
started to overflow with trash they dared not 
bum, perhaps the power play on the area landfill 
would magically be resolved. 

We were in the process of selecting an odorant 
which would not be harmful to plants and ani- 
mals nor noxious to humans, when the local 
governments resolved the differences on the land- 
fill and the West Lafayette dump stopped burn- 
ing. 


42 


ECOTAGEI 


We were crestfallen. The pandemonium might 
have been better than a Keystone Cop movie. 

We called this the “Pigsty in the Sky” caper. 

Fellow Friends of the Earth 
West Lafayette, Indiana 



Protect Your Environment’s entry for the “Eco- 
tage Contest” may not be very original but it 
does work. Our boycott of the local meat packing 
company here in Albany scared the executives. 
Plans for a chlorination system suggested by us 
soon followed the bad publicity their First Prize 
Hotdogs received. 

The threat of a repeat boycott keeps manage- 
ment on their toes. Here are our guidelines: 

1 . Pick a local polluter. 

2. The company’s product should be available 
to consumers, like meat products or tissues. 

3. Collect data from the source of pollution. 

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 
TALKING ABOUT 

4. If they are breaking any laws, inform local 
officials even if they cannot be trusted. Then 
people cannot say you did not try the proper 
channels. 

5. Inform the executives (or try to) on what 
you’re going to do. Make clear that you just want 
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them to stop polluting and not destroy the 
economy. 

(>. If the company is public, buy a share of 
stock. Attend the stockholders’ meetings — make 
n fuss, etc. — but be nice. 

7. Get the local media, especially local TV 
stations, on your side. Reporters can really screw 
you if you’re not careful. 

X. Ask the help of any other organizations in 
l lie area: Boy Scouts, housewives, old ladies, 
anyone who is willing to distribute pamphlets and 
stand outside stores. 

9. Ask the store owner for permission to dis- 
tribute information. Remember, a secondary boy- 
cott (boycotting a store for carrying a product) 
is against the law. 

10. As Jerry Rubin says, “DO IT!” 

Protect Your Environment 
Albany, N.Y. 



You will find with this letter another, which is 
my attempt at your Ecotage Contest. I think if 
this letter had your backing and distribution, it 
would be very effective. It would have immediate 
appeal to many ordinary people worried about the 
environment, because it does not have to be 
duplicated to be workable (as do most chain 
letters). The addresses are, of course, fictitious 
as I don’t have them, but I suspect you could get 
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hold of them somehow, provided you like the 
idea. 


THE GREAT ANTI-POLLUTION 
CHAIN LETTER 

If you do not care about your country, throw 
this letter away. But if you do care, this is a 
chance to strike a blow for a cleaner America. 
This is a copy of a letter sent to two thousand 
people concerned about pollution in the United 
States. Its aim is to: 

Send Back the Garbage, 

so if you are an intelligent, thinking person wor- 
ried about the state of this polluted nation (that 
the person who sent you this considered you to 
be) and would like to make a personal protest of 
your disgust at the situation to some of the top 
people who have helped most to bring it about, 

Then This Is What You Do: 

Below is a list of typical individuals, each intent 
on polluting our country for their own gain, and 
at our loss. Before each name are two months of 
the year. Whichever name is beside the month in 
which you receive this letter, you send them 
garbage within three days. Any old garbage will 
do, i.e., a bundle of oily newspapers, a bag of 
plastic waste, a nonretumable bottle — the bigger 
and messier the better. Just wrap it up and post 
it to the appropriate address. Within eight weeks 
the man will receive 40,000 pieces of assorted 
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I'm huge, lie’ll get the point, or rather the pollu- 
i i« mi. Note the address and pass this letter on, or 
duplicate more if you wish and give to like-think- 
lug friends. 


< )ctobcr 

November 

I Vceniber 

January 

I 'ebruary 

March 

April 

May 

.1 line 

July 

August 

September 


Mr. A. General Manager X Motors 
121 Unburnt Carbon Ave., N.Y. 

Mr. B. Chairman of Brand X Oil 
100 Dead River PI., Los Angeles 
Mr. C. Manager of Soap Suds, Inc. 

1 Detergent Hill, Chicago 
Mr. D. Head, I.C.I. 

63 Plastics Waste Blvd., New York 
Mr. E. General Manager, 

Rio Tinto Zinc 

190 Poison Ave., Miami 

RICHARD MILHOUS NIXON, 

ONLOOKER 

c/o The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 


C.S. 

Derby, England 



Whenever I receive an unannounced and un- 
called-for letter from one of my congressmen, 
the kind that is more of a press release blowing 
the horn about one of his grand accomplish- 
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ments, I send him a letter composed entirely of 
cliches lifted from some of his meaningless re- 
plies to one of my letters requesting action or 
information (sample copy attached). 

Congressman John Doe 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Dear Mr. Doe: 

Thank you for the two recent mailings to our 
office which contained your newspaper article. 
We read it with interest and noted your position. 
It was gratifying to learn of your group’s position 
and desire to work toward improvement in this 
area. 

We appreciate your forwarding this to us and 
hope you will never hesitate to share with us any 
suggestions or thoughts you might have. It was 
good of you to take the time and effort in pro- 
viding us with your views in the matter. 

Please be assured that we have forwarded your 
comments to the appropriate authority. At such 
time as we have something more to report, we 
shall again write to you. 

Please be assured that it is always our wish to 
be of service whenever possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
John Jones 
Citizen 
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I l hi iik we should kidnap the presidents of the 
big cm companies and put them in a room and 
f“i thirty seconds turn their car pollution on 
lliciu. 

4th grade 
Wilmette, Illinois 




Send a weekly poison pen letter to your fa- 
vorite villain letting him know (no overt threats, 
please) that the cause is gathering strength and 
lie may well be around to answer for his trans- 
gressions when the dam finally breaks. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 



How about a campaign among housewives in 
areas especially affected by particulate pollution 
from one or two specific sources? Each house- 
wife in the campaign area could save the contents 
of her vacuum cleaner bag — instead of throw- 
ing them out — for a specified period of time (say, 
two months). At the end of that period, all the 
women involved would deliver their collected 
soot to the target polluter, either in person (how 
about a long caravan of cars, each carrying ex- 
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planatory signs like “Dust to the dustmakers,” 
“I’m tired of cleaning up after World-Wide 
Widget — WWW is old enough to clean up after 
itself,” or “Bringing it all back home”?), or 
represented by the smallest number of people 
who can carry the quantity of soot bundles in 
question, or, if these methods are not workable, 
by mail, preferably so that the target company 
will receive one or two packages per day over a 
fairly long period. It should not be difficult to 
find a large number of homemakers in a given 
area who are already convinced, or can easily 
be helped to realize, that they are cleaning up a 
lot more dirt than they should have to, and to 
mobilize this irritation on a large and spectacular 
scale. 

M.H.N. 

Chicago, Illinois 



LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN TO 
THE HEADS OF THE MAJOR 
AUTO COMPANIES 

This idea could be extended to any kind of 
major polluter, and to any polluted city, but let 
us assume for the sake of simplicity in describing 
this tactic that it is limited to New York City 
and to GM: 
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I list of all, calculate — or get figures from the 

■ ii\ on -how many people die in New York 
• ' i \ per day from complications arising from air 
pollution. I believe the number is substantial on 

■ bad day. Then calculate what proportion of the 
pollution comes from cars. Then calculate what 
proportion of cars are produced by, say, GM. 
l iom this you can calculate how many of these 
deaths should be ascribed to GM. 

Armed with this information, write a letter a 
i lay to the chairman of any of the auto com- 
panies saying: “Do you know that you murdered 
xx people in New York City today?” You would 
t ot low this by outlining your calculations. 

To make this maximally effective, the following 
refinements should be added: 

1) Letters should be on different kinds of 
stationery, with different postmarks, and as many 
different appearances from the outside as pos- 
sible, so that his secretary would not get in the 
habit of dropping them in the wastebasket with- 
out opening them; 

2) They should go to both his home and his 
office. Needless to say, the most exact possible 
addresses should be obtained. But these should be 
varied so as to make identification of these letters 
difficult from the outside; 

3 ) The wording of the criminal charge should 
vary, e.g.: 

“You personally are responsible for xx deaths 

by asphyxiation in New York City today”; 
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“You are a murderer as surely as someone 
who pulls a knife. Today you killed xx New 
Yorkers.” 

. . . and so forth. 

4) Perhaps some of the letters should go to 
his wife, but not to other board members or 
officers: to diffuse the guilt would be to reduce 
its weight on the individual most responsible. 

H.F. 

New York, New York 




For those who live in cities particularly, en- 
close in power company bill the soot which ac- 
cumulates on any windowsill in a month. In 
New York City this might amount to as much as 
an ounce. I have never done this, being very 
lazy, but have thought of it for some time. Soot 
from windowsills (the most obvious place) 
could also be sent to gasoline companies, land- 
lords whose incinerators belch black smoke, and 
other appropriate (whoever they are) polluters. 

S.R. 

New York, New York 
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Send official-looking letters to supporters of a 
I >ii M n works construction issue announcing con- 
demnation of their homes to build the highway, 
nli port, or whatever (especially recommended 
fm government officials — for instance, tell the 
Highway Commissioner he’s going to build a 
highway through his own house) . 

J.K. 

Arlington, Virginia 



Send legislators paperweights filled with the 
pollutant most bothering their constituents. 

W.L.J. 

Seattle, Washington 



People could send copies of medical bills they 
have as a result of pollutants to heads of com- 
panies. 

H.P.L. 

Richmond, Virginia 



I am sure that I can’t top “The Fox” of Kane 
County, but I would like to suggest public action 


52 


ECOTAGE! 


on polluting companies, such as the power com- 
panies. 

1. Don’t pay the monthly bill, or pay late. 

2. Pay the wrong amount. (Too much or not 
enough — they will have to refund or rebill.) 

3. Always spindle, staple or mutilate the IBM 
cards on which the bills are printed. (They can’t 
use spindled, stapled or mutilated cards in the 
computer and will have to punch new cards.) 

4. If you have access to a key punch machine, 
punch extra holes in the card. This causes the 
computer to stop or give wrong information. A 
resourceful computer programmer might, by the 
right holes, get the computer to dump the mem- 
ory or other such operation. (Computer time, 
as we all know, costs several thousand dollars 
per hour.) 

5. Use your phone on predetermined days to 
tie up phone lines of polluting corporations and 
voicing your opposition to their irresponsible pol- 
luting action. 

All these things cost them inconvenience and 
thus cost them money. Only when it starts to hurt 
financially will they start to move against pollu- 
tion. With No’s. 1, 2, and 3, an accompanying 
letter explaining your action should be sent. 

C.N.J. 

Racine, Wisconsin 
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i "iiMimc, Consume, Consume: Most electrical 
I** *\\vi companies are now advertising that elec- 
m. ii v is one of the few bargains available in 
i' .liny’-, inflated economy. Therefore, after the next 
ii"iM'ndous electric bill comes, cash a check for 
Hi amount in pennies. Then take your payment 
l I DOSE pennies, (the exact amount in a 
• i"ili bag), to the power company. Upon arriving 
id I 1 1 ic clerk that since her company enjoys mak- 
nit’ such a large profit, you thought they would 
enjoy counting it! 

T.R. 

Greenville, North Carolina 



Pick out five bad guys that have mailing lists 
and swamp their offices with false changes of 
addresses so that their time is totally wasted try- 
ing to find them. 

Tom P. 

Washington, D.C. 



As everyone knows, an occupant at virtually 
every address in America is plagued periodically; 
perhaps even deluged with junk mail. Not only 
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does this horde of soliciting envelopes cost us 
in the form of higher postal rates, but in addi- 
tion its nuisance value is tremendous. Naturally, 
most of this unsolicited mail ends up in the trash, 
postage-paid return envelope and all. Remember- 
ing that paper is trees, it behooves those of us 
with an environmental conscience to persuade the 
mailing-list lovers to reform and refine their hab- 
its. Clearly financial incentives are necessary. 

Periodically, I sort through my junk mail and 
collect all the postage-paid return envelopes. After 
carefully removing my address label and any 
identifying numbers from any and all of the ac- 
companying literature, I carefully pack it into the 
return envelope, being sure to check all boxes for 
everything they will send (this confuses and frus- 
trates the sender’s mail clerks) and then I seal 
the envelope. One can then mail this plump 
envelope/ s (if you are ambitious) and realize 
that the sender is paying for the return of some- 
thing totally useless. Keep in mind that this tac- 
tic has only morale-boosting value for the con- 
servationist when used by him and him alone. It 
does not begin to have a significant amount of 
survival value until relatively large numbers be- 
gin using it. 

Now, the more aggressive environmental activ- 
ist can really hit a high level of negative rein- 
forcement with the bulk-mailers if he will go to 
a little more trouble. After a few hundred such 
acts, the bulk-mailers show a high degree of sur- 
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, i« .0 v ill uc behavior sometimes crossing all occu- 
in whole postal zones off their lists. This 
ii . i which strikes terror into the hearts and bank 

unis of bulk-mailers is actually quite simple. 

\fici having stuffed the envelope as described 
hImivc, lake a nice brick or heavy brick-sized rock 
Milinbly boxed; wrap in kraft paper; and firmly 
(line the stuffed envelope to the small wrapped 
, m i cel. Place in nearest mailbox. One of two 
.itn.it ions will result. Either some astute postal 
i In k will guess what the parcel is and refuse to 
,le liver and open it for inspection and place it in 
those expensive bins for undeliverable or lost 
mail, or it will be delivered to the addressee at 
the rate of $0.08 per first-class ounce, thereby 
In ting heavily into his prepaid bulk mail deposit. 
II the mail is not delivered, it eventually (given 
enough quantity) will have the desired effect, 
perhaps on a larger scale than ever expected. If 
the post office is inconvenienced by unknown 
assailants often enough, they might be convinced 
to enact sufficiently stringent regulations to cur- 
tail junk mail to a relatively innocuous and 
highly expensive (for the mailer) level. At that 
time, it must be realized, the advertisers may be 
willing and ready to pay first-class rates for the 
purpose of passing out unsolicited drivel. Further 
survival tactics are necessary. Complaining to the 
post office officials about obscene mail (ecologi- 
cally, that is) will provide temporary relief. 
Further tactics, such as nasty return letters and 
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possibly even legal action, will be devised as 
necessary. 

R.C.H. 

West Chester, Pennsylvania 



Along with desired mail comes tons of junk 
paper, including numerous postage-paid, return- 
addressed cards and envelopes. I suggest putting 
your favorite legislator’s name and address on 
the cards and mailing them in the letter box. The 
envelopes can be stuffed with old issues of Zero 
Population Growth, Environmental Action, etc., 
and then put on their way back to the sender. 

P.E.H. 

Baltimore, Maryland 


I should like to enter this tactic in your Eco- 
tage Contest. It involves the long-standing battle 
against the tons of mail pollution — bulk rate 
solicitation received daily by the American house- 
hold, and found to be offensive. 

Public Law 90-206 USC 4009 allows every 
mail recipient receiving advertising to judge for 
himself if this is “sexually provocative or eroti- 
cally arousing” in his sole, absolute, final per- 
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opinion. If so, he need only fill out a request 
m and send in the entire mailing to the Post 
» mice (rather than to the incinerator), and the 
1 1 hi Hr i will receive an order to send no more mail 

• ■I nny kind to the addressee. This order also 

* nveis his agents or assigns and mandates the re- 
moval of the addressee from all lists rented, 
owned, controlled or exchanged by the prohibi- 
lory order recipient. 

The form is POD Form 123 or Form 2150 
available from the Post Office. Quite a bit of mail 
pollution would be ended by the judicious use 
of this law. 

M.B. 

Bloomington, Indiana 



Stop mailing pollution by asking Direct Mail 
Advertising Assoc., Inc., 230 Park Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10017 for their form to get you 
OFF the mailing lists of their 1,600-plus mem- 
bers who specialize in promotional mailings of all 
kinds. Not only will you save trees and trash, 
but you will have the postman’s hurrah. 

The DMAA has boasted that only 4,000 ap- 
plications for removal via this little-known form 
is proof that Americans love their pile of mail 
from its members. Naturally, use as many alter- 
nate addresses as you might expect to receive 
mail when you file your forms. Likewise, file for 
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the major variations of your name such as maiden 
and married versions, etc. 

M.B. 

Bloomington, Indiana 



An uncooperative corporation might be con- 
vinced that they should at least listen — by the 
simple act of tying up the company switchboard. 
A small company with six lines could be ham- 
pered, to say the least, by six people calling at the 
same time. Keep the line open after the operator 
has received your call by leaving the phone off 
the hook. With all six lines busy, the communi- 
cations of the company are held to a minimum . 
Of course, the company has a few private lines, 
but they are known by only a few. 

Larger companies have more lines, so it might 
take a few more “callers.” Even if a busy signal 
is received, the line is tied up. 

I hope this idea can be used to good eco- 
advantage. 

E.H.P. 

Racine, Wisconsin 




Set up a chain-series of phone calls to friends 
or strangers alerting them to a local pollution 
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I'imIiIi'ih or to ECO generally. Urge each one to 
. .til live friends. If it’s a specific problem, give 
i h< m names and addresses to contact to help in- 
flnciuc ihe outcome. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 



Irate phone calls, demanding to speak with the 
pirsident of a company that’s not doing right by 
Ihe environment, if repeated often enough (say 
U - ii to twenty times a day by different people for 
a period of three to four weeks) would certainly 
tliive most secretaries not only up the wall but 
also out of the office. 

M.N. 

Baltimore, Maryland 


When people request returnable bottles at a 
neighborhood store and the storekeeper claims 
he can’t get them from his supplier, conservation- 
minded persons have often boycotted that store 
in favor of a store that did stock them. But essen- 
tially this method leads to regionalism and the 
large bottling companies still remain largely in 
control of the types of bottles that they market. 
The following idea, if applied on a large scale in 
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just a few locations, would eventually bring ail 
the glassy-eyed bottlers around to our point of 
view. 

Assemble all the throw-aways your group can 
muster and sort them by brands, carefully wrap- 
ping each bottle in some nice recycled paper so 
that they will not rattle around or break in ship- 
ment. Pack 100 pounds or so of soft drink bottles 
in a carton and address it to the nearest bottling 
plant. A company research lab is better because 
they are more likely to accept a package than a 
warehouse receiving clerk (because he usually 
knows what is coming in). Take the heavy pack- 
age to the nearest railway express office and send 
it C.O.D. Now to send a package C.O.D. it will 
require a return address. A convenient and effec- 
tive return address is that of the nearest com- 
petitor. Do the same thing with each brand of 
bottle. By varying the size of the package, the 
office out of which you ship it and the address 
to which you ship it, you can get them to fall for 
it again and again. The company president as 
well as members of the board of directors might 
appreciate paying for a few collect packages at 
their homes as well if this information is avail- 
able. I believe that if the effort were diligent 
enough, the object lesson would be learned. 

R.C.H. 


West Chester, Pennsylvania 
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THE PLASTIC CURTAIN 

I n il community or neighborhood should build 
it "wnll" out of plastic egg crates, egg boxes or 
dividers, plastic meat trays and other plastic con- 
lalnriN of all kinds. These plastic units could be 
niiiplcd or glued together with plastic cement to 
it miii a portable wall about seven feet high and 
twelve feet wide. 

I I should be mounted on legs or in hinged or 
nttnchable sections so that it can be moved in a 
Million wagon or on a car top. 

This “wall” should then be placed in front of 
l lie entrance to supermarkets or market parking 
lots — with appropriate placards and legends. The 
placards, signs and legends should contain mes- 
sages to the store managers, the chain owners 
and the customers — that the “wall” will come 
down when the shoppers cease to buy and the 
Ntore ceases to sell non-biodegradable containers 
and starts the use of recyclable containers. 

S.G. 

Berkeley, California 



Ah, the power of the out-of-order sign! Place 
an out-of-order sign on your favorite vending 
machine and watch the people shun it. Truly an 
excellent way to cut down on the sale of canned 


62 


ECOTAGE! 


soda, excessively packaged candy, plastic doo- 
daws, and many of the other wondrous goods 
we could so easily do without. Not to mention 
the annoyance felt by “our sponsors” as their piles 
of silver begin to diminish in size, wondering 
what’s going on — and then the light of knowledge 
when they get an anonymous letter (preferably 
written on the back of one of their advertise- 
ments) informing them that the battle is engaged 
and the business-discouraging signs will be con- 
tinuously replaced until we have achieved the 
return of the returnable bottle and the advent of 
— dare we dream it? — truth in packaging. 

The tactics of friend Fox are always usable — 
but may I suggest an addition? There are so many 
signs around that it seems a shame to add to the 
number. Instead, why not add to the sign? Ex- 
amples might be changing a sign that reads “This 
highway is being funded by x amount of your 
tax dollars” to “The destruction of this forest 
(these homes) (this farm) is being funded 
by . . .” All that’s required is some poster board, 
a magic marker, and some good strong paste. 
Needless to say, the concept can be applied to 
any offensive billboard — good clean easy-to-un- 
derstand sarcasm is my personal recommenda- 
tion, but the imagination must be exercised. 

M.N. 

Baltimore, Maryland 
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Mull a coyote poisoned by 1080 or the like to 
ill. I Hvision of Wildlife Services. 

P.M. 

Leesburg, Virginia 



l indcrpay bills by the per capita social costs of 
llu- billers’ pollution. 

W.L.J. 

Seattle, Washington 


A new product recently advertised in Pollution 
Equipment shows some promise for stopping 
leaks from broken pipes or pipes discharging un- 
desirable materials. It is called a “Pipe Stopper” 
and is made of butyl rubber and reinforced with 
(wo-ply nylon. It is inserted into the “problem 
pipe” in the deflated state, positioned properly, 
and inflated by any of several methods. For the 
smaller stoppers, air pressure from an automobile 
or truck tire may be used as well as an ordinary 
bicycle pump. For the larger sizes, a suitable 
small air compressor or tank of compressed air 
is necessary. The stoppers made only of butyl 
rubber will stretch slightly to permit them to be 
used in pipes slightly larger than the recom- 
mended stopper size. The nylon-reinforced stop- 
pers will not stretch and must be used in pipes 
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corresponding to the exact size of the inflated 
stopper. These, however, can withstand tons of 
pressure on the end of the stopper as the head 
builds up. Numerous accessory kits are available 
such as pressure hoses for inflation from a dis- 
tance and hoses with pressure limit cut-off valves 
where a small head may be expected. 

The “Pipe Stoppers” are available in twenty 
common sizes from 6 inches in diameter to 108 
inches in diameter. They range in price from $15 
for the 6-inch size to $2,750 for the 108-inch 
size with the intermediate 36-inch size available 
at $260. They are guaranteed (nylon reinforced) 
to be replaced within 90 days of shipment if they 
fail “for any cause whatsoever.” Further informa- 
tion is available by writing to NB Products, 35 
Beulah Road, New Britain, Pa. 18901. 

Incidentally, while the initial cost of the stop- 
pers seems high, with judicious use they can be 
reclaimed for re-use. For a given amount of capi- 
tal outlay, a conservation-minded person or group 
could achieve an end of stopping a discharge of 
pollutants at considerably less expense to itself 
and considerably more expense to the offender 
than might result with courtroom litigation. Two 
additional benefits accrue: the discharge can be 
stopped immediately (court action takes time, as 
does clogging a pipe with bales of straw, logs, 
and rocks); and you can be sure the discharge 
will at least temporarily be stopped (courts do 
not always decide to stop discharges, and hastily 
placed pipe-blocking materials either leak slowly 
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■i • vt iiliially wash out and away under pressure). 

i ft Imology can serve as a useful tool (for the 
"mu' In-ing) in dealing with some of the prob- 
l< Mi's created by technology. 

R.C.H. 

West Chester, Pennsylvania 



< hie tactic that could be used against stores 
mm h as supermarkets is the buy-in. A group of 
people could browse for hours before taking their 
iluai ten cent purchase to the cash register. 

B.P. 

Salem, Oregon 



Many companies love to send out “Join now, 
I’d $437 worth of merchandise free, and we will 
bill you later, etc.” letters. Take them up on 
i lie offer — fill in the card and mail it in — but 
have it sent to someone who doesn’t exist at some 
ail dress which has been predestined to a similar 
late. Or better yet, have the merchandise sent to 
the executives of the company if the proper in- 
formation is obtainable. 

Other organizations, particularly the land de- 
velopers, will invite you to a free meal, etc. — 
lake them up on it also. Wear a suit, be on your 
best behavior, and ask the most embarrassing. 
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knowledgeable, and straight-laced questions you 
can think of. Remember, it’s a chance to really 
turn off some of this firm’s prospective customer:;. 
Similar tactics are advisable for the guided tour, 
of our treasured industries. Put them on the spol 
in a situation that will, (1) inform people, anil 
(2) turn people off to the particular company. 

M.N. 

Baltimore, Maryland 



Shopping centers are going up everywhere — 
they’re so obscene — but what can you do? We 
have to make it hurt for two groups of people: 
the planners and the contractors. Just getting on 
a construction job and doing as much as possible 
to foul up the work in progress while you’re 
there will put a drain on the second group — hid- 
ing or losing materials, undoing work that’s just 
been done (i.e., walk on the wet cement, discon- 
nect as much as possible) are possibilities. How- 
ever, we must also engage in some long-term 
planning. I know of one case where a worker 
went around putting down wet cement, rags, 
rocks, and other assorted goodies in the water 
pipes, in the hopes of causing problems when the 
water system of the store was eventually turned 
on, which was to be some three months later. The 
pipes were already laid, and were in the process 
of being hooked up to sinks, toilets, etc. The 
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* was completely unobservable, and 

mM not be noticed until the system was turned 
*• Wm d has it that this particular store had 

* terrible problems with their plumbing — I 

• huh for a fact that the three months have been 
*» I mu •*. I trebled and still no opening. 

« >f course, it would be too much to say the 
ii l i ved opening is completely due to this par- 
u. Hint piece of work. I’m sure that the pebbles, 
mnil. and epoxy that were put in those massive 
in conditioning units had something to do with 
a along with the destruction of important tags, 
i d'l l'., and operating instructions whenever the 

• ipporlunity presented itself. 

M.N. 

Baltimore, Maryland 


yj * ;rfr. 


I ind a congressman with an infatuation with 
1 1 1 c ways, and go out to their country estates with 
,1 cement mixer, advisably at night. Once there 
V* mi drive across their lawns pouring cement in 
nice little roadways. 

T.P. 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 



Pass legislation to require all members of the 
I lighway Lobby (including their buddies in Con- 
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gress, e.g., Joel T. Broyhill) to reside within fifh 
feet of the local Interstate. A man should In- 
close to his work. 

The Armadillo 
Washington, D.( ' 



If community polluters are giving a party, 
something to mark the opening of a new water- 
polluting plant or the anniversary of an old one 
or some other like thing, it probably will be cov- 
ered by the news media. If you’re not sure, call 
them, tell them you’re a nephew or aunt, and ask 
them if it’ll be in the news so you can look for 
it. The news media will tell you. Ecotage acts 
should reach the widest audience possible for 
maximum effect. 

Now, go get a nice, leakless, plastic breadbag. 
Fill it with polluted water. Mingle with the crowd 
at the “event.” Conceal the bag beneath your 
coat or sweater which you will, naturally, drape 
over your arm. When a speaker starts describing 
the polluter in glowing terms, either dash up and 
empty the bag in a punchbowl or empty it on 
the floor in front of the speaker. Yell, “Here’s 
your polluted water back!” Then get out quick. 
We hope you’ve made a check before acting to 
be sure you have a clear way to the door. If the 
exit is difficult, enlist two confederates who will 
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■ i in l lie back of the room and, after you’ve 
** l j i. 1 1> someone else and yell “I’ve got him.” 

“Barracuda” 
Miami, Florida 



How about mailing a dead fish (in styrofoam 
i hr smell does not attract the post office’s 
. i niimi) to stockholders of an oil corporation? 

D.I. 

Tacoma Park, Maryland 



Polluters give parties, just like people. Check 
Mu lety columns of your local paper for informa- 

on coming parties and social events. Be 

helpful to guests driving to the party so they will 
not get lost. Put up signs to guide them to the 
polluter’s home. 

Use a large arrow to point the way, followed 
hy information like: 

( ’rass Party — Air Polluter 

Itotten Party — Acid in River 

lligger Party — Destructive Strip Mines 

On the front lawn, out of sight of the home, 
bill not arriving guests (i.e. on the street side of 
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a big bush, or the street side of a wall around 
the property), put another sign. For example: 

“You party while citizens can’t swim at the 
public beach.” 

“You party and people with emphysema choke 
to death.” 

“Enjoy yourself, the water isn’t fit to drink.” 

“Eat, drink and be merry, tomorrow we’ll suf- 
focate.” 

“Earth, love it or leave it.” 

“Why is the river full of acid?” 

“Is this man really your friend?” 


“Barracuda” 
Miami, Florida 



Float styrofoam crosses on polluted water — 
These would either be in memory of the dying 
body of water or call attention to dying species 
along its route. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 



Drive a polluter crazy with a classified ad. If 
the water is being polluted: 
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$*M*dt drinking water need not worry you. We 
mm hi. ufr delivery of purified water to your 
i* Miti 1 daily for pennies. Call (insert appropriate 
i*n phone number). 

M om mi is being polluted: 

I'nHnfc'd air need not worry you. We can keep 
i»Mii air clean for pennies. Call (insert ap- 
jMopi iaie polluter’s phone number). 

M mhIm* is polluting: 

• ♦hr bothering you? It doesn’t have to. We’ll 

pmtcvt your ears. Call (insert appropriate pol- 
ling's number). 

Put the ad in the Sunday paper for maximum 
* • ii»h i ship. If your area has no Sunday paper 
u insert the ad on the day the paper publishes 
m largest edition. 

“Barracuda” 
Miami, Florida 



Spray defoliants on military bases — Agent 
(Mange might really upset people if its effects 
were felt closer to home rather than in some re- 
mote southeast Asian country. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 
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If you’re irritated by oil spills take out your 
anger by collecting boxfuls of empty motor ml 
cans from garbage cans behind filling station'. 
If the offending company has a local represcn 
tative, dump the oil cans on his front lawn. II 
there’s no one locally, ship a box C.O.D. to tin- 
company headquarters. The brand names on tho 
cans don’t really matter, just so they are old oil 
cans. 

If the company does have a local represcn 
tative, you might also want to color his sidewalk 
and front porch black. Food coloring will work 
well if you mix all the colors together. Some dead 
fish thrown amidst the oil cans will help to gel 
your point across. 

“Barracuda” 
Miami, Florida 



Every polluter lives someplace, right? Find on I 
where. If you’ve got several in your town, make 
a list of their homes, and be sure you’re right. 
Then get a map and plot a route. Get some 
friends and give a tour, the more people, the 
more cars, the merrier. 

Get a megaphone and give a prearranged tour- 
ist spiel as you drive by, or park out front some 
Saturday afternoon. For example: 

“On the right, ladies and gentlemen, in that 
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tHin'iilllccnt white frame home, lives Joe Blow, 
i ur Mi lent of Crass Industries. Crass Industries 
U n miilti-million-dollar chemical firm and has 
i ( niitilicd this community by pouring approxi- 
mately fifteen million tons of water-borne pol- 
lutants annually into the Pristine River. The 
i •• >llii units consist of sulfuric acid, mercury, etc. 
H»ls Inspired effort has succeeded in killing every 
lh mg thing in the Pristine River for a twenty-mile 

i h I ins and has made all water sports unsafe for 

ii lifiy-mile area downstream. Pristine River once 
supplied all the drinking water for this communi- 
t v. but the water is now undrinkable. When asked 
H it would be possible for Crass Industries to 
Install pollution control equipment, Mr. Blow 
showed his great concern for the community by 
offering to close down Crass Industries and fire 
(i()0 employees.” 

Just be sure you have all the facts. There’s 
nothing more devastating than the truth. 

“Barracuda” 

Miami, Florida 



Here in Montana — where the rest of the na- 
tion thinks there is still fresh air — we are deluged 
with pollution from a host of industrial polluters. 

One of the most immediate disturbing results 
of the activities of many of these companies is 
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that we have to breathe the sulfurous odors eni- 
anating from them — those outfits even get tax 
breaks in their war against humanity. 

It would do little good to use ecotage tactics 
on the managers of these local plants. They mere- 
ly work there. There is nothing they can do aboul 
the deplorable conditions created by their plants. 
They do not have the power to make necessary 
changes. All they can do is follow the orders of 
their bosses — most of whom are hidden some- 
where in the East. 

These masked polluters — the men who make 
the decisions to pollute Montana and other states 
— must be found. They must be the ones to suffer 
the consequences of ecotage. 

Only after we single out the men at the top 
of the corporate structures that are polluting 
America and give them some of their own treat- 
ment will there be some chance of the companies 
cleaning up after themselves. 

These men make us Montanans gag on the sul- 
furous fumes while they extract their profits. 
Well, it’s about time they start getting the very 
treatment they are giving us. 

After finding out who these men are, we must 
attack their homes with our own specially de- 
signed sulfurous odors; let them know what we 
are suffering daily. 

To make sure they get the message, it would 
be best to insert our special potions between the 
walls of their houses, a place where it can’t be 
easily removed. 
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I Ins special “ecotagical” weapon is a simple 
. . inp.aind called butyl mercaptan, a very volatile 
i iliat can be shot into houses with the use 
"i n syringe. 

We simply drill small holes in the houses some- 
times under cover of darkness and shoot the stuff 

In. 

This sulfur compound smells about the same 
m. i lie main component in a skunk’s defense sys- 
i< mi. Ii will make the house uninhabitable for at 
lea si a week while it is wearing off and the people 
me washing away its effects. The best thing about 
litis substance is that it does not cause any dam- 
ai’e. It merely stinks the culprits out just as the 
i situ s of their plants stink us out every day. 

I laying butyl mercaptan would lead the cops 
In those who use it in their ecotage. So it would 
Is- better to make your own solutions. It is a 
very simple procedure, but should be performed 
tinder the supervision of someone acquainted with 
organic chemical preparations. 

You merely buy some butyl bromide from one 
source and some sodium hydrogen sulfide from 
another source. Mix two parts of butyl bromide 
lo one part of sodium hydrogen sulfide and warm 
l lie mixture. Be sure to do this with adequate 
ventilation. And don’t get any of it on you. The 
stench will make you a dead giveaway when the 
authorities start investigating the ecotage. 

Once your mixture is prepared, put it in a 
syringe and go to work. If it is too risky to drill 
small holes in the sides of the houses, you can 
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put the mixture in small glass vials and heave 
them through chimneys. They will break open as 
they hit the hearth. Even if you are not a very 
good shot and miss the chimneys, the vials will 
break wherever they hit and do an effective job. 

When this is accomplished, the men who live 
in their hideaways far from the pollution they 
create will get a taste of what the people suffer 
daily around their plants. 

The polluters allow their sulfurous fumes to 
penetrate Our houses. We will merely be doing 
unto them what they are doing to us. The punish- 
ment will be fitting the crime. 

K.L. 

Billings, Montana 



Adapt an industrial vacuum cleaner to suck 
in auto fumes. Then connect it to the office ven- 
tilation intakes of oil company bosses, auto 
manufacturers, and designers. 

D.M. 

Lancashire, England 



A salmoning-in is a special demo-tactic that could 
be used with industrial polluters who dispose of 
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*•1 O' downstream. Tank trucks could be used to 
>i\ waste upstream and dump it into the river 
H enters and destroys processing equipment 
in die polluting industry. 

N.K. 

New York, New York 



Needed — one crop duster plane, pilot, and a 
Hipply of defoliant. 

Mission — a defoliant spraying raid on the 
i ombined Army-Navy golf course situated be- 
hind the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. 

This might be appropriate treatment for the 
Miminer homes of officials of the companies 
producing these chemicals. 

J.G. 

New York, New York 



Paint company vehicle tires — Company “X” ’s 
I ires all over the country would suddenly turn up 
green. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 
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Sympathetic Pollution: This tactic would be to 
respond to a polluter with his own devices. Bill 
board companies could have their office and 
home windows coated with “blackwash.” Pesti- 
cide makers could have their offices, parking lots 
and company grounds sprayed with cornstarcli. 
Drug and additive companies could have ad- 
ditives put in their water supplies, which, I am 
told, will make their staffs urinate blue. In demos, 
they could be sprayed with harmless aerosols. 

N.K. 

New York, New York 



There used to be a commercial on TV with 
an astronaut showing combustion differences be- 
tween gasolines. Large balloons tied to tail pipes 
of two cars were filled with exhaust. Of course, 
the exhaust-filled balloon from the car using the 
sponsor’s product appeared clean. (Faked.) Why 
not tape, tie or glue large balloons on exhaust 
pipes of Mr. Silent Majority’s car? I’m sure you 
can imagine the feelings of Mr. Average Ameri- 
can as he sees his black goo fill up a balloon with 
“Please Place This in a Trash Can” written on the 
side. 

Martian Unicom 
Sarasota, Florida 
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I NARTO: A normal night in New York 
« II y. A grey pall hangs around the buildings. Sud- 
dmily, over Central Park, a grinning orange 
Men ill’s head springs into life. Forty feet high, 
Imaging 150 feet in the air, the grinning skull is 
"lid and three-dimensional, and it stares directly 
.a i lie viewer. Moments later, gruesome laughter 
(ills the night, and the skull declares that all New 
V i n kers are fit subjects for Death’s pleasure. With 
i pm ting gloat about ah* pollution, the skull van- 
UllCM. 

MLTHOD: A projection hologram is made of 
a large (several feet high) papier-mache skull. 
Plic 1 Kilogram is made with a short-wave laser. 
Pin* hologram is projected in Central Park from 
a VW microbus using a long-wave (red or or- 
ange) laser of 150 watts or more. The intensity 
of die laser will be enough to allow the virtual 
Image to be seen over the city glow. Around the 
Immediate area, several cars are stationed with 
i iiizen’s Band radios and loudspeakers. At the 
appointed moment, the sound is broadcast to the 
waiting cars. Thus, the skull’s message seems to 
come from all directions at once. Any well- 
c< | nipped university has facilities for making and 
projecting the holographic image. The cost will 
be low, depending on the perpetrator’s ability to 
scrounge Citizen’s Band equipment. 

C.A. 

Louisville, Kentucky 
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MA GIC FOUNT A INS — NTA products, foam 
ing detergents, all washday offenders should 
be dumped (after careful planning) into public 
fountains, park and decorative waterspouts, etc., 
to dramatize what detergent pollution causes in 
streams and watersheds. 

Appropriate banners on weighted stanchions 
should be placed in each of the treated fountains 
telling the public what is causing the mess and 
advising them what they can do about it. 

Photographers would have a field day with the 
foam and the banners in the same shot. 

S.G. 

Berkeley, California 




Blocking industrial drainage systems is not new 
to your kit of fiendish tools, but how about 
putting it on an organized basis? 

This plan might be called “Up the Establish- 
ment” or, for the older environment freak, “Oper- 
ation Suppository.” 

Cruise any river or lake used as a tailings basin 
by a not-yet-housebroken industry and stuff an 
explosive charge up its drainpipe. It could be 
pushed twenty feet into a pipe with two ten-foot 
lengths of stout bamboo fitted with slip-in joints. 
A time charge would be ideal so all could blow 
at about the same time. Most pipes are clay or 
concrete and would break from the blast allow- 
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t hr surrounding soil to fall into the opening. 
Iiillc of the glop would blow back into the 

i i hii. I<til not enough to hurt anyone. 

No harm whatever would be done, in fact. In- 
in hy. of course, is ready to start making prof- 

ii ii'lc use of its residues and no longer needs its 
Imlnpipcs into the rivers and lakes. You would 
imply seal off a facility no longer needed. 

J.S. 

Park Forest, Illinois 



l low about an annual series of “Dirty Dozen” 
i Millions, to be drawn up by a representative 
committee of environmentalists and presented 
publicly to the twelve organizations or individ- 
uals — industrial concerns, business lobbies, gov- 
ernment agencies or officials, congressmen, etc. 

judged to have contributed the most, directly 
or indirectly, to the destruction or pollution of 
i lie environment during the year, or to blocking 
efforts at restoring or improving it? 

On the positive side, there might also be a 
series of “Dandy Dozen” awards for the good 
guys. 

B.M. 

West Lafayette, Indiana 
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The following campaign is aimed at embnt 
rassmg corporations and adults to take son* 
positive action against further pollution of um 
environment. The strategy is to get third-gin, l.> 
students to write letters to the large corporation, 
asking them to stop the pollution. 

The following is the campaign: 

1. The class project is to have the student •, 
write letters to a company in the local area 01 
in the state, which is polluting the environment. 
For example, the San Diego area may send lei- 
ters about the oil-slick problem. 

2. Get the local television station to cover the 
class project. 

3. Get the local newspaper to print the letters. 
They should appear as a child would write them 
with a crayon. This should make the community 
aware of their apathy. The letters should appear 
on the same day as the local television station 
is covering the class project. 

. '^ le stu dents should ask their parents to fur- 
nish them with the address of the company that 
they are writing to. However, if the parents will 
not give the child the address for one reason or 
another, the teacher should tell them where to 
send the letters. 

J.R. 

Bronx, New York 
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•.in. , most corporations are extremely pro- 
m»c ul I heir property and surround themselves 
Hut, miles of Cyclone fence, what better way to 
tm mil rate than to turn their lands into a zoo? 
|i. a. iiir. would be used for long-range programs 
Hint, skunks would make their presence known 

• iliatcly. One nice feature of this ecotage act 

, i lint it would be difficult to trace the origin of 
li,. c invaders. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 




Release hundreds of rats in the air-condi- 
tioning systems of slum lords’ offices and watch 
the secretaries go, not to mention the slum lords. 
Hi, better yet, put rats and cockroaches in the 
h. siting system or air-conditioning units in their 
li< >ines and let them live with them too. 

T.P. 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 



To be remembered by cyclists who are ha- 
rassed by motorcars or by conservationists who 
must stop bulldozers from marching: 
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“A cupful of sugar makes the motor break down 

the motor break down 
the motor break down 
In a most delightful way.” (Sing On ) 

To be used for defense the next time the In 
beaver in the army floods out our home. 

“The Beaver of Kaskaskia Count) 
Carbondale, Illinois 



Which industry is the highest polluter of them 
all? It is the auto industry. If the auto companies 
spent a fraction of what they spend on styling on 
making cars more pollution free, the problems 
might already be solved. 

How can we get the auto companies to change 
their ways? By rendering their products inoper- 
able. And this is a simple matter. Most of the 
cars are shipped on railroads. The cars are in 
the open and are easily accessible; the railroads 
are easy to ride. I should know — I have ridden 
the freights, including countless autopacks, for 
five years and about 15,000 miles all around the 
country. The number of things you can do to a 
car on the railroad is rather limited by time and 
convenience. It’s difficult but not impossible to 
open the hood. Considering all the factors, the 
best thing I can think of is to put sugar in the 
gas tank. Sugar dissolves in the gas then it passes 
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» nl, , filter and enters the carburetor where 

i „ tie|Mii||cd when the gas vaporizes. It clogs 
, , iii< , mlniretor in no time, and the whole fuel 

,, (.Milt lint* to be overhauled. 

1 1 „ hi i gar can easily be deposited in the gas 
m i by hopping a freight at the local yard and 
1,0111 autopack to autopack putting sugar 
n mnk. Ten pounds should be enough to 
. about 100 cars out of working order. I think 
,, i mi average about one car per minute. The 
1 1 alii will Stop to change crews every two hours 
v ,, u can get off and catch a train back home. 

. „|| i he press and tell them what you did so it 
m't be passed off as a kid’s motiveless prank. 

I he sugar may be prepackaged in small plas- 
ii, hags for easier deposit. Then it won’t blow 
all over. Don’t try to deposit the sugar while the 
naui is in the yard because, depending on the 
, iilroad, the railroad police may be keeping a 
limp eye out. Actually, it probably isn’t neces- 
,iu y to hit every car as you’re walking the tram. 

< >ucc the auto people realize that a bunch of 
cars are “sugarized,” they probably won’t try to 
Mart the rest in order to avoid getting it into 
more of the system. But if you hit, say, half of 
the cars randomly, they may not be able to tell 
which ones have been hit and they’ll still have 
lo empty all the gas tanks. At any rate, it’ll drive 
I hem absolutely crazy. 

The whole plan is feasible and cheap. Nothing 
complex is required. Most railroads are a cinch 
to ride and some (like tire Western Pacific) even 
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have a policy of letting the hobos ride (but m 
railroads get pretty antsy when they see you . i 
ing those autopacks so be careful). The N « 
York Central is the toughest railroad to rid, 
ever saw. So be careful on it. Hopping from 
to car is a bit tricky, but it is easily mastered I 
anyone with a little dexterity. The chances . 
getting caught actually putting sugar in the tan: 
are pretty slim. Once in a blue moon a railm.i.i 
policeman will ride in his car on a road para 1 1 
to the train. Virtually every run has lai p« 
stretches away from roads and observers. Wan 
until you’re on one of these stretches to be sum 
The trainmen themselves are glad to see you rid 
and 95 percent of them will go out of their way 
to be helpful. I wouldn’t tell them what I’m up to 
though. 

S.B.C. 

Berkeley, California 



Your Ecotage Contest is undoubtedly the best 
thing in the U.S. in quite a while. Who before 
would think of using sabotage on polluters? 

My idea is a fairly simple idea. Connect the 
awful pipe that pours sewage into the river with 
another pipe that will divert the sewage into a 
large hole dug twenty feet deep and thirty feet 
square. This will enrich the soil, not destroy it. 
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.. Mi', given to the soil will make fabulous 

0 in. i . 1 1 ip growth in the area. 

M.B. 

Washington, D.C. 



i h. lies) way to slow down or to stop a road 
, „ i ci i national development is to disrupt the 

mm vtsy, 

ll you arc trying to stop or slow down a road, 

. I lie stakes in different directions and you 
mi nun a straight or curving road into a zig- 
. . d mess. You must be sure not only to move 

|.|g stakes but the small and sometimes buried 
i,ikcs as well. Tools needed are hammers, small 
i 'Ming shovels, and cut brush to erase the orig- 
in. 1 1 survey sight. If the road is going through 
i 'i i vale property, you must be careful not to get 
■ might trespassing and be very sure not to cut 
fences or to leave gates open. Slick-bottomed 
In >ols should be worn so that no identifiable foot 
marks are left. If the road is going through public 
lands, they cannot keep you out; just be careful 
no one sees you carrying your equipment in. 
backpacks are very good for carrying tools in 
and stakes out of the area. 

In a project like a proposed skiing resort where 
roads, building sites, and camping areas have to 
be surveyed, you should completely remove the 
stakes and carry them out. Sometimes plastic 
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strips are left in trees to mark stake sites; the 
can be cut and carried out. In a big project n 
is impossible to watch the whole area 24 hour, 
a day, especially since it is public land. The sainr 
tools for the road project should be used in this 
type of project. 

Each time part of the project has to be re 
surveyed, the costs go up. If you are careful and 
quick, you can tie up a project for many months 
and buy time for other actions that will stop it 
T.A.S. 

People of the Valley 
Ecology Motivation Group 
Porterville, California 



Organize twenty or thirty people to wreck up 
a highway construction area by turning over trac- 
tors and bulldozers and tearing up the already 
laid concrete with pick-axes (if possible). Also, 
try to get hold of a chemical powerful enough to 
dissolve concrete. After making as much of a 
wieck of the construction site as possible, tear 
dowmthe signs saying, “Your Highway Taxes at 
Work” and replace them with signs proclaiming, 
“Your Environmental Conscience at Work.” 

D.A. 

Washington, D.C. 
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< m I a rubber stamp that says “BULLSHIT” 
“■•■I I'u through magazines and stamp the adver- 
ii.iiiicnts that say corporate America is cleaning 
up i lie environment and send them back to the 
ipany. 

T.P. 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 



I ''or those people using pesticides or herbicides 
on their lawns or trees, it is possible to reduce the 
quality of their lawns by the use of common table 
Milt spread over the lawn (needs plenty of salt) 
or by the use of herbicides effective on the lawn. 
Also, trees may be eliminated with common 
table salt by spreading it around the tree trunk. 

This suggestion goes against the proviso of 
ecotage which calls for no injury to life systems. 
But unless laws are provided to stop pollution 
by individuals, damage to their own property by 
means similar to their own actions is needed to 
bring about a change in attitude. 

E.P.G. 

Lexington, Kentucky 



A stockholders’ luncheon could be sabotaged 
so that when the food was served it consisted of 
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polluted water for a beverage and dead fish for 
the main course. (The main course, of course, 
would be oil-coated birds if it was an oil-coni 
pany luncheon.) 

J.A. 

Timonium, Maryland 




Melt down old “Win with Nixon” buttons and 
forge them into nails and disperse them upon 
major freeway interchanges throughout the coun- 
try on his birthday. 

G.L. 

Berkeley, California 


On the flagpole of companies that fly flags in 
front of their administrative offices a flag could 
be hoisted bearing a phrase such as “The Fox” 
uses on his signs. 

J.A. 

Timonium, Maryland 


Under the darkness of the night when there is 
little traffic, take a pick-ax and go out to the 
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tmiiii access roads to some major city and hack 
■ in 'lc in the cement. Upon creation of this hole, 
i' la in a tree or bush and watch the confusion 
> .him d die next day at rush hour. 

T.P. 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 




Set up huge spotlights and direct them so that 
they will shine on a polluting company that is 
•.dll spewing out smoke after dark. 

J.A. 

Timonium, Maryland 


Find an oil man with a swimming pool and 
lake along a barrel of oil. Discharge the oil into 
his swimming pool to create an oil slick. You 
might add a few innocent victims of the last oil 
catastrophe caused by his company. Justify this 
action in a note by saying he’s polluting your 
water and you just wanted to share it with him. 

T.P. 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 
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How about leaving the oil-saturated carcass. . 
of murdered seabirds in the mail boxes and Jim 
ousines of oil company executives? 

P S. I also thought about stopping-up the ex 
haust pipes of automobile executives’ vehicles, 
but I figured that was probably too violent to I >r 
a proper entry for your contest. 

T.S. 

Dallas, Texas 



As any resident will tell you, the buses of 
the transit company are the smelliest things on 
the road since the skunks moved to a better 
neighborhood 150 years ago. They are the bane 
of every jogger, bicyclist, and pedestrian that has 
ever had the dubious pleasure of treading upon 
Washington s streets and sidewalks. These buses 
seem to get some perverse pleasure out of plas- 
tering those unlucky enough to be following them 
during their moments of acceleration (which are 
surprisingly frequent) with a most amazing con- 
coction of smelly fumes. 

The object of our operation is to hit the transit 
company in the place where all companies are 
most sensitive: their image. The plan goes like 
this, supplies for the production of from fifteen 
to forty signs (depending on how the money 
holds out) should be collected. These signs will 
be cut, hopefully, to fit the spaces on the rear 
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I the buses that are generally used for ad- 

■ . H ung (economy may necessitate their being 
*tii it Her). 

Mlhough it can be modified, the signs should 
...bubly read “THIS BREATH OF FOUL AIR 

i « »1 IKTESY OF THE ‘ ’ TRANSIT 

• < > In smaller letters at the bottom should be 

■ note requesting that this sign be recycled. These 
ns should be affixed on buses when they make 

i..|»s on their various routes. 



A.B. 

Washington, D.C. 



Action for ecological integrity has to be 
viewed as a process of endless discovery. To 
map the terrain, one must cover the terrain. 
There is no manual ready to guide, only a 
world to discover. 


—RALPH NADER 


Computers use a great deal of paper, more 
Ilian most people realize. If you have access to 
n computer, program it anonymously (or under 
someone else’s name) to print a large number 
of ecological messages on cards and printer pa- 
per. Example: in FORTRAN, 


10 WRITE (9, 15) 

15 FORMAT (19H RECYCLE THIS 
CARD) 

20 FORMAT (17H COMPUTERS 
HATE TREES///) 

GO TO 10 
STOP 


This program endlessly writes “RECYCLE 
THIS CARD” on punchcards and “COMPUT- 
ERS HATE TREES” on every third printer paper 
line. It will never stop itself; the computer operator 
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must do that, and he won’t until he realizes wli.ii 
going on. 

J.K. 

Arlington, Virginiii 



We should create a mythical figure for use in 
campaigns. This idea is stolen from a short story, 
“Sam Hall” by Poul Anderson, but it is easily 
adaptable to our purposes. Instead of diffuse- 
groups of anti-pollution fighters, various acts in 
the campaign should all be credited to Sam Hall. 
For example, letters of complaint and dissatisfac- 
tion with products can all be signed with his 
name, though they came from different real ad- 
dresses. Anonymous telephone calls, literature, 
etc. can be credited to Sam Hall. If y/ou remember 
the song, Sam Hall is a belligerent, anti-social 
character who says what he thinks, and despises 
his hypocritical society. He is a nice identification 
figure for dissatisfied citizens. They can refuse 
offers, turn over billboards, stop polluters, take 
many actions all in this role, a much tougher, 
realistic one than the Yippies, for example. 

N.K. 

New York, New York 
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Mi l lie first one on your block to send Mr. 
» m! ( i wrecked auto for Christmas. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 




I lc iv are my entries for your contest: 


I Mumper stickers that can be applied when 
Hi, owner or driver of the offending vehicle is 
iiol looking. It wifi read, “THIS VEHICLE IS 
\ POLLUTER.” It can be stuck on private cars, 
li neks, buses, and trains. 

2. A broomstick with a large rubber stamp on 
I lie end reading, “THIS VEHICLE IS A POL- 
I l ITER.” It is applied with permanent ink while 
••il ling at stoplights and in parking lots, etc. 

D.F. 

Blacksburg, Virginia 



Put up posters advertising DDT as a general 
agent for population and birth control. 

W.LJ. 

Seattle, Washington 
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Seek out the children of irresponsible indivi- 1 
uals and present them with evidence of thru 
parents’ lack of responsibility. Let them take ill 
fight into their homes in the form of question! n 
their family’s role. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 



I’ve got a slight variation on the stick-a-label- 
on-a-product ploy. It’s safe to assume that many 
ecology-minded people write letters of protest to 
companies which don’t seem to give a crap about 
contributing to pollution. Why not, then, stamp 
these protest-letter envelopes with the message: 
WARNING: THIS COMPANY IS A POL- 
LUTER, and following the message show an 
arrow pointing to the offending company’s ad- 
dress? A two-inch rubber stamp bearing that sort 
of caveat, and with the arrow to the right of it, 
could be made up for approximately $1.75. A 
red-ink pad might run 750. Granted, this tactic 
is nothing sensational, but it’s my feeling that it 
would embarrass the bejaisus out of a lot of peo- 
ple. Anyway, I’m going to order such a stamp 
and use it on a few letters I have in mind. 

D.D.L. 

Mount Clemens, Michigan 
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/ . « • Strips - — These are a series of self-adhesive 
*!■ kits that would give a new twist or meaning 
inblished signs or slogans. STOP signs might 
■ . 1 1 io word pollution added. These could also 
it mi magazines or in magazine ads and could 
i Mixed quickly by “The Fox” to get his point 
in toss. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 



Design posters, stickers, or decals saying for 
Instance: “I favor pollution,” “I overpopulate,” 
"I throw food away,” “I destroy your watershed, 
or city, or campground,” “Drink the garbage I 
made,” “I overuse electricity,” etc. Or make up a 
decal saying “I pollute every day” with a figure 
oil it indicating the type of pollution: empty cans, 
oil-burning cars, large families, etc. Attach these 
labels to the cars, homes, or property of polluters. 

E.G. 

Lexington, Kentucky 





Make a poster (billboard) with a picture of the 
smokestacks of a big electric company with smoke 
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pouring out and the sun just barely visible. Th 
put on the poster: 

“Their bright new ideas in electricity are mak 
ing our world a little less bright.” 

J.A. 

Morton Grove, Illinoi • 



I am now implementing an idea throughout 
Ohio, using the media to get the word out to 
people. 

The psychology behind my POLLUTION 
HOT-LINE is that every citizen becomes a fink 
— as it should be. 

Most of the silent majority will trust a total 
stranger before they will trust an elected or ap- 
pointed official. After getting their report on a 
pollution problem (air, land, or water), I cover 
all possible interested desks with copies of my 
report. In this way, even flaky, status quo law- 
makers are aware that there are problems prev- 
alent in their areas. 

The enclosed release (pardon its simplicity but 
you get real humble when you are recycling your 
own money) explains how it works. I have re- 
ceived over 300 reports and they keep rolling in 
faster than ever. 
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I 1 1 ust, whether my entry wins or not, you’ll see 
>■< !" give it some ink so other eco-nuts will start 
1 it own outdoor ombudsmanship in other states. 
* ■ found it very rewarding and have used the 
■ tilling “Pollution Registry” to testify before 
i r e.l n live committees to prove Ohio’s laws are 
moI specific or demanding enough. 

—RADIO SPOT— 

For Release: 

Weekly during 1971 

l ime: 60 seconds 
Words: 97 

Tired of hearing about pollution and not know- 
ing what you can do to help? There’s a way 
you can join the clean-up army. It’s simple. 
When you see or hear of air, land, or water 
pollution, write out a report to the POLLU- 
TION HOT-LINE at Box 50, Columbus, Ohio, 
Zip 43216. Tell them exactly where and what 
the problem is and they’ll do their best to get 
results from local and state officials. You’ll be 
doing your bit for the environment by being a 
Pollution Policeman. That address again is 
POLLUTION HOT-LINE, Box 50, Columbus, 
Ohio 43216. Thank you. 


R.L.P. 

Columbus, Ohio 
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It’s human nature for individuals and group 
to crave recognition (a “gold star”!). It’s gc i 
public relations to be listed among contributor 
to the solution, rather than among contributors i ■ 
the problem. A positive approach which drama 
tized the problem and publicized those who tub 
steps to alleviate it might have merit. 

On this premise, I contribute my crude pro- 
posal to stop pollution and exploitation of om 
environment. 

This takes the form of a giant poster — a ther- 
mometer (exhibit 1) — to be hung prominently 
(City Hall, Court House). Each time a major 
action was taken by any group to reduce their 
critical polluting or exploiting of natural re- 
sources, the name of the firm, industry, or group 
would be listed with the date, and the thermom- 
eter reading would go down a degree — hopefully 
to a zero reading eventually. 



The daily paper could run a reproduction of 
the thermometer each time anything noteworthy 
were accomplished toward a “cure.” An accorn- 
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mi' news item could describe the measure 


Mh II, . 

1 1 n i ally, the news media would continue its 
■ i ago of the exploiters and polluters. The 
, n.li-rs might make an effort to spend a little 
nr money and apply remedies if some special 
Tuition were prominently displayed, 
i irh time a firm took another step, they would 
■ li'.icd again. 

I i an envision all sorts of possible gimmicks to 
Dualize this — “prescriptions,” “get-well cards,” 


< )f course somebody has to administer any- 
ililng like this, take responsibility for the “read- 
etc., and it may not be feasible. 

In addition to the listing, a special “Ecotage 
Award” could be given (exhibit 2). 



D.V.M. 

Omaha, Nebraska 
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A local sky-writing company or flier could 
carry a weekly message at a certain time of d;r, 
about the most dangerous air pollution factor <>i 
the week. 

It could also be used to sensitize people in 
other aircraft problems such as jet exhaust pollu 
tion near airports, noise, sonic booms and tin 
SST — should it ever be revived. 

S.G. 

Berkeley, California 



Buy some shelf paper (available at most sta- 
tionery suppliers, hopefully recycled) and letter 
it in an official-looking style: “This facility 
CLOSED by order of Dept, of Public Health.” 
Such a banner, when placed across the entrance 
of a public parking lot in the night, will force 
commuters to think twice about driving ... by 
having to hunt for a parking space. If the lot 
doesn’t have an attendant, the banner will re- 
main in place most of the morning. 

J.K. 

Arlington, Virginia 



A group of ecological marauders in my city, 
Waldwick, New Jersey, have a tactic that may 
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lest you. Under the cloak of darkness, they 

*1 Ml.e fear into the hearts of all who litter by 
• I' uning it up. When people wake up in a target 
in igthborhood, they are confronted with neatly 
tin ml led refuse and a placard that reads: “The 
Nnelurnal Ecologists Strike.” 

M.W. 

Waldwick, New Jersey 



( ’irculate a photographic exhibit of visible pol- 
lution damage, such as corrosion of art objects, 
'•wage-covered beaches, time-lapsed photography 
nl smog killing plants, soot covering buildings, 
nnd the erosion of clear-cut forests. 

W.L.J. 

Seattle, Washington 




A large local group of individuals concerned 
with water pollution of their lakes and rivers by 
one company could rent, have donated, or buy 
space in supermarkets, restaurants, and stores 
for a display of the “junk” that one particular 
company was dumping into the water. You have 
probably noticed in grocery stores the selling of 
clean, distilled, drinking water. Using this same 
concept, why couldn’t a group fill up plastic bot- 
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ties of the company’s polluted water and displ > 
them? The group could also institute the nu 
production of labels with clever but thought- in- 
voking sayings. These labels might read soon 
thing like this: 




Fot»S 

&> lowi* Plumbinq SjS to © 0 © 

FREE bc^Hes. c^omplimevvVs •f'VvS, 

YY^ an U -f-CGCrV'u fcLETR. us, stEet e o «, 


Situated on the display would be petitions and 
information for people to sign and read. The 
assembled display might look like this: 
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The basic advantage of this type of public dis- 
play is that a person is not required to stay there 
attending it. The display would also show the 
public the real thing, leaving no doubt in their 
minds. 

M.R. 

Oak Park, Illinois 



Develop some type of obvious personal identifi- 
cation with the cause of ecology that people can 
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wear at all times to advertise their concern an. I 
to identify with each other, since so often peopi 
are afraid to act or to speak out because tin s 
feel so isolated. This identification could be any 
thing from green headbands for kids to green 
armbands for adults to flaming tattoos on all oui 
foreheads, but the big thing is to let each othn 
know we are far from alone. These symbol 
should be registered or patented in such a way 
as to avoid commercial distribution. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 



In my opinion, we who are interested in clean- 
ing up the environment should — as much as pos- 
sible — fight fire with fire. Industry spends jillions 
on advertising to promote their products. One 
answer then for alerting the people to environ- 
mental desecration is advertising. However, ad- 
vertising costs money and lots of it. So a subtle, 
inexpensive method along with some profit-mak- 
ing device to support the project needs to be used 
in order to advertise cheaply. I would suggest 
the production of postcards and greeting cards by 
local producers with a definite “bring the pol- 
luters into the open” theme. Instead of beautiful 
colored photos of ocean beaches and bright 
lights, etc., postcard photos should be as ugly and 
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li.'iiiy as possible, depicting deeds of environ- 

a! polluters. Pictures should give examples 

, has river sludge produced by a particular firm, 
i miii birds from an oil spill, dead fish in a pol- 
hii. il stream, etc. On the back of postcards would 
■ . miple sentences such as: 

Madge flowing into James River from ABC Inc. 
i.f I’odunk, USA, a company that has not yet 
lii-.iallcd pollution control devices. 

OR 

Dead fish in Josephine River due to pollutants 
In I he stream from the following contributing 
firms: 


ABC Inc. 

DEF Inc. 

GHI Inc. 

Greeting cards should have poems about cer- 
tain industries, firms, or communities that were 
mi the environmentalists’ black lists as main pol- 
lulers. Again, colored photos or drawings of 
actual pollution-at-work could be used for em- 
phasis. 

As long as photos or actual drawings were used 
with the names of the contributing guilty firms, 

I here would be little chance of lawsuits. 

Further, it would appear that people all over 
America would greatly support this type of move- 
ment as everyone then would be able to do his 
part in advertising against the main violators of 
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< >1 'scene Scenes” could be sent to the presi- 
<i in. mayors, selectmen, congressmen, chambers 
.1 n'lnmerce, executives of offending industries, 
i* They would provide an effective, convenient 
•mil inexpensive method for communicating eco- 
li'l’lcal indignation, and they could even provide 
•i source of revenue to support other environmen- 
inl programs. Imagine the impact an “obscene” 
postcard blitz could have upon Washington 
during a hearing similar to the February hear- 
ing on the Alaskan oil pipeline or the SST hassle! 

( Far more people could be induced to dash off 
it card to Washington than could be persuaded 
to compose a letter or telegram.) 

P.S. Of course the “obscene” postcards would 
be made from recycled paper only. 

F.H. 

Weymouth, Massachusetts 




Local governments will be encouraged to ac- 
tion in environmental matters when their pocket- 
books are affected. This can be done by dis- 
couraging visitors, new resident prospects, and 
new businesses. There is more than one way to 
accomplish that goal. One way would be to de- 
sign and distribute travel brochures describing the 
pollution wonders of individual cities (i.e., “Come 
visit beautiful New York City; hide from the sun 


112 ECOTAGE! 

the environment. And local picture posi. 
producers would have a new exciting them. > 
explore. 

These postcards would be sent around i' . 
world and would alert foreign environment;! I | • 
tectionists to what some of the largest firms in i 
world do to the environment along with m;m 
facturing certain products. This should have 
sobering effect on violators. 

H.N. 

Troy, Idak 




My entry in the Ecotage Golden Fox Conte i 
is the “obscene” postcard. The “obscene” post 
card would be fashioned after the familiar pi. 
ture postcard, but rather than depicting tourisl 
enticing sunny beaches, etc., it would advertise 
the nether side of life in these United States. 
Each card would bear the incriminating slogan, 
“Another obscene scene from the eye of Eco- 
tage,” and it would depict documented, photo- 
graphed scenes of environmental abuse; oil- 
slicked beaches with dead birds, raw sewage 
entering rivers, smog-obscured skylines, express- 
way pile-ups, dead bodies of water (Lake Erie), 
strip-mming ravages, filling of marshland, virgin 
open-space land being leveled for development, 
the bludgeoning of baby seals for the fur indus- 
try, etc., etc. 
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for a change; see the beauty of dusty skic 
sulfur dioxide; experience rain full of sull u < 
acid; see our beautiful art, corroded by the > • 
we breathe; taste the water in our chlorine; vi 
our open sewer, the Hudson River; look for ih 
city from the top of the Empire State Buildim- 
visit our historical sewage treatment facilii i< 
sleep with the sounds of progress; and meet out 
respected crooks.”). 

The brochure would be distributed to organ i/ a 
tions planning conventions, to prospective new 
businesses, and to travel agents. Concurrently, 
signs could be put up leading to “scenic” pollu 
tion sites, and local literature could be distributed 
listing polluters and their types of pollution 
offenses. 

On a national scale, an information reference 
bureau could be established to provide factual 
statements about the amount and state of pollu- 
tion in cities. The national service would provide 
serious reference for individuals and businesses 
choosing permanent residences. 

W.LJ. 

Seattle, Washington 


Go around handing out “SLOB” buttons or 
awards to people you see littering or to groups 
or individuals acting unECOlogically. Ridicule if 
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_ i ny and accuse directly, especially your 
1 1 lends who so often talk a good game and 
lilliely on as before. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Shadow with picket signs persons wearing the 
tins of endangered animals. 

W.L.J. 

Washington 




An old trick of mine when coming upon a 
dumped pile of garbage or trash is to examine it 
for identification. Usually, there will be credit 
card receipts, prescriptions, magazine labels, en- 
velopes, enough to establish the originator of the 
dumped trash. 

If it is local, I bag it and attach a short note 
asking them to refrain from future dumping and 
return it. Signing it as a neighbor may cause 
enough embarrassment to perhaps do some good. 

Mail is another answer, but for the wealthy 
ecologist only. Imagine the embarrassment at 
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having your dumped trash returned with a pm 
cution threat. 

R.M. 

Richmond, Virgin i . 



The sale of the following cards in packs <>| 
twenty-five, especially if the cards were intercsi 
ingly designed to advertise one’s efforts, would 
bring profits to an organization and constructive 
criticism or compliments in areas where they wen 
deserved. How many times have people who arc 
travelling noticed an environmental blight of 
some sort, such as offensive billboards, junk yards 
unobscured but well advertised, poorly main- 
tamed buildings and grounds, filth of all sorts? 
A package of postcards would enable each trav- 
eller to jot down the name and address of the 
offender, note the offense, and drop the card in 
a nearby mailbox. At a later time, if he desired, 
he could follow up with other efforts to combat 
the menace, but at least the initial action would 
have been taken before he forgot about it or pro- 
crastinated until the impact of the noted offense 
subsided. 

On the other hand, travelers sometimes note 
constructive efforts that companies, individuals, 
or institutions have made to combat a public 
menace or to avoid having one occur. These 
might include a small town with an excellent sew- 


!*>■ licutment plant, abused land that has been 

• • ■ i nmed, an attractive form of housing for any- 

• (especially an object that might ordinarily 

i f oll'ensive), well-maintained parks, clean 
; Mluooms, or attractive gardens. 

I lie (wo kinds of cards give the user the op- 
i 1 1 unity to reward someone’s efforts as well as 

• • < i ilicize someone’s failures. Those concerned 
nl>out the environment should be regarded as 
I'. iiple able to compliment as well as to beef 
iibou t problems. Here is a chance to do that and 
in earn some money to do more. 


ECOTAGE, ENVIRONMENTAL 
ACTION . . . AMERICA WAS 
BEAUTIFUL! 

Date : 

On the above date, I noted that you were 
creating a menace to our country by: 


The individual counts in preserving Amer- 
ica’s beauty. Please join with us who want 
to continue to take good care of our coun- 
try’s advantages by correcting the above 
situation. 

Signed 

Address 
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ECOTAGE, ENVIRONMENTAL 
ACTION . . . KEEP AMERICA 
BEAUTIFUL! 

Date: 

On the above date, I noted that you deserve 
credit for improving our environment by: 


Thank you for joining with those of us who 
want to preserve America, the Beautiful. 

Signed - 

Address 


M.S. 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 



The long-term vigil is perhaps the least offen- 
sive of the available demonstration tactics. Its 
strength lies in the long-term commitment of its 
participants, and it gains strength from its silence 
and persistence. Denuded life would be repre- 
sented in the vigil by barren trees and bushes, 
piles of eroded topsoil, sacks of waste products, 
large glass bottles of obviously polluted water, 
and the skeletons or pelts of dead animals, all 
carried by the demonstrators. Man could be 
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M|ni-.cnted by a coffin or a skeleton, and air 
, dilution could be represented by a small fire of 
' inning tires. The vigils would begin outside pub- 
■ buildings, at the entrances to polluting plants, 
hi outside stores that sold products of offending 
"mpanies. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 



This idea is conceived to counter economic 
arguments often posed by opponents of environ- 
mentalists. Such encounters are particularly evi- 
dent when environmentalists are attempting to 
protect resources in areas such as Alaska, North- 
ern Idaho, or Northern Wisconsin which are 
economically depressed, and therefore, groping 
for any development. The idea is designed to 
impress upon local businessmen that much of 
their livelihood is dependent upon people who 
come to enjoy the unique natural attraction and 
if this attraction is destroyed, they will no longer 
obtain this income. As a result they stand to lose 
if the proposed development occurs. While the 
prevalence of economic factors in social decision- 
making should be changed, in the short run it 
may be forgivable for environmentalists to fight 
economics with economics (boycotts, etc.). 
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Congressman O’Konski had the people of 
Northern Wisconsin believing that Sanguine |.i 
U.S. Navy project] would bring 15,000 jobs ami 
rival the Houston Space Center and Cape Ken 
nedy as a tourist attraction. 

We have considered printing anti-SANGUIN I ' 
money which our 2,000 members would use in 
Northern Wisconsin. They would have looked 
something like the following: 


$1.00 STOP SANGUINE $1.00 

(Blue lakes and green trees) 

I am here and spending this money because 
I enjoy the environment of Northern Wis- 
consin as it is. 

Front 


$1.00 STOP SANGUINE $1.00 

(Picture of lakes and streams) 

If SANGUINE is built, I will no longer find 
this an attractive place to come to and will 
not be doing business here. 

Back 


As a member paid $3 for gasoline, he would 
give the station attendant $3 and three Stop 
SANGUINE $1 bills. When he bought a fishing 
outfit, he would give the sports shop operator 


WAKING UP THE WORLD 121 

• plus five Stop SANGUINE $5 bills, and so 
i i ih. This would also encourage the members 

• • ulk about SANGUINE to the local business- 
m ii 'it, but the bills would make the point tangible 

nil as long as kept, would serve as a reminder 

• >r 1 1 ic potential economic loss. 

L.K. 

State Committee to 
Stop SANGINE 
Box 7 

Ashland, Wisconsin 



■"rfWTflW 1 A- 


You should run a dirty-picture contest similar 
i,) the one our Friends of the Future group ran 
In Pennsylvania. Just get people to submit pic- 
tures of any type of pollution. Their imagination 
. an be their guide (garbage, industrial pollution, 
water pollution, pesticides, and litter are just a 
few suggestions). We wanted shots of eco-por- 
nography. 

L.E. 

Vilianova, Pennsylvania 


~=g l' •‘"ii — SB.M - «i •*" 


I’m entering your Ecotage Contest with the 
suggestion of a TV series on pollution. 
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The main characters of the stories would I*- 
ecologists, conservationists, and some very con 
cerned people of all ages. These people (lln- 
main characters) would be shown fighting again.M 
more freeways and more buildings on any un 
touched land. They could clean up a lake <n 
river banks, stop poachers or enlighten people <>l 
the need of more help on cleaning up the tragic 
mess that concerns all of us. The ecologist 
wouldn’t always win because that’s not the way 
it always happens. 

The show would show it like it really is will) 
no padding or makeup to make the problem seem 
less than it is or the solution simple. 

Also, the advertisements that are sponsoring 
the series wouldn’t be hypocritical. 

P.R. 

Modesto, California 




TWiK"/- 


A crowd-in is a special demo tactic used 
against social institutions and individuals who 
oppose birth control. For example, thousands of 
demonstrators could jam into a Catholic church 
during Sunday services or a welfare office which 
refuses to give away birth control information. 

On the positive side, crowd-ins could be used 
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a , positive demonstrations of unique appeal at 
l' .i ruble places. 

N.K. 

New York, New York 


I’d like to share a Golden Fox- type idea which 
may still have possibilities since the controversy 
isn’t resolved yet. The idea (which would have 
been carried out during the February hearings if 
I had followed through and located an interested 
organization, like yours, to sponsor it) was to 
have a chef or baker create a Baked Alaska des- 
sert molded in the contour of the map of Alaska 
and embellished with a chocolate pipeline. With 
I lie press alerted in advance, the creation was to 
have been delivered to Rogers Morton of the 
Department of the Interior with the accompany- 
ing message: “This presentation is being made in 
recognition of your half-baked plans for Alaska’s 
future.” 

F.H. 

Weymouth, Massachusetts 



In every toilet you visit from now on, write a 
pertinent ecological fact or slogan with a nice 
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grease pencil. Just one more way of propagamli 
ing what in this case is a captive audience. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvam 



A frustrated corporate executive can mal 
good use of those little privileges like the key I 
the executive washroom. Get some high-top boot, 
and place a pair in each stall in front of ilia 
commodes. This may force the white collars in 
mingle with the other employees and may resuli 
in a little consciousness-raising. 

C.P. 

Birmingham, Alabama 



A significant part of the general unresponsive 
ness to issues of ecological significance seems to 
derive from the appalling, pervasive, and dis 
gusting ignorance of both the consuming public 
and the producing business world. Many think 
that “Environmental Pay Day” can be put oil 
indefinitely and that we will never receive the 
bill for our willful plundering. What I propose 
as an Eco-Tactic is The Environmental Pay Day 
Conspiracy. 

EPDC would be a highly organized effort com- 
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lining the talents and energies of hundreds of 
I'fiple across the nation. Its aim would be not 
■> much to frustrate or to disseminate informa- 

as it would be to simply scare people into 

hi imilive action. Literally it would be a scare 
•lie lie, and as I see it, it would be more or less 
<ii l lie spirit of Orson Welles’ famous Mars Inva- 
*lmi. In other words, EPDC would require the 

■ i 'operation of business groups, news media, civic 

■ lubs, community service groups, educational in- 
stitutions (public and private). The undertaking 
would indeed be massive, but not impossible and 
* ertainly worthwhile. 

On an appointed date cooperating “groups” 
would inform their “memberships” of fictional 
governmental (local, state, and/or national) 
icslrictions which are being imposed (as Wage- 
l Tice-Rent Freeze was) for the last-minute salva- 
lion of the environment. The catch, of course, is 
that only organizers would know that the direc- 
tives were “make-believe.” The various stipula- 
lions announced would vary according to the 
ilegree of civic cooperation in different local- 
ities; in that respect, EPDC would be quite 
flexible. For example: (1) it might be announced 
in schools that due to an impending food short- 
age a bounty has been placed on pets. (2) 
Garden Clubs propose to oppose compulsory log- 
ging on private property by government edict. 
Also the following could be announced: (3) 
heavy fines for families having more than one 
pound of garbage per week; (4) government 
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housing projects in “high class” neighborin' 1 
(5) food rationing along with free clas.. 
housewives on the “new nutrition”; (6) gm. 
ment confiscation of private automobiles wiih 
tention of selling as scrap metal unless i 
cause” or “dire need” can be proved; (7) |» 
hibition of air flights without a permit; (8) iml<. 
trial and private dumping ban for air, water, .n 1 
land; (9) sterilization required for families w 
more than two children. Details, of course, won n 
have to be worked out. Granted, actual i/m 
EPDC would not be as simple as dyeing imlio 
trial excrement or printing literature. Howevn, 
I think that for a turn-around in the envi 
ronmental massacre to occur a massive scan 
must happen. Better EPDC in ’72 than 100 
deaths in Birmingham, Los Angeles, New Yoik 
in ’7?!!! 

M.G.D. 

Athens, Georgia 
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11,1 |o the bank and order a safety deposit 
• * Next draw up a list of grievances against 
a,, ,, lending policy. Finally, ask to see the direc- 
, , .n president of the bank to discuss a policy 
it lingo. If you receive no satisfaction, you should 
i.. in operation odor. 

I akc a fresh fish and wrap it in a brown paper 
. .,1 Go to the bank, and deposit it in your box. 
i a larger cities, you may need help in going to 
„ |, of the branch banks (however, fish are 
lumper by the dozen). By the end of the day the 
.Hill should become rather interesting, by the 

u morning the entire bank will be rather pun- 
, , at. and by the next afternoon the whole place 
- \ in be uninhabitable. Since it is against federal 
i„ w for anyone but the owner to open a safety 
, l, posit box, it will only be a short time before 
i In 1 president of the bank is interested in talking 
lo you. 

While waiting for your appointment, a group 
nf friends can go from window to window de- 
positing or withdrawing ten cents. 

A.H. 

New York, New York 


Often banks are the culprits behind the scene 
of industrial pollution. Without the funds made 
available from the banks the new shopping cen- 
ter or pipeline would not be possible; therefore, 
I propose an idea which should be used to raise 
the bank’s ecological consciousness (as well as 
their olfactory consciousness). 


TWj j^v-i*- 

Acquire a job as Environmental Engineer 
(janitor) in the building of a polluting corpora- 
tion. Once you’re on the night shift, leave on the 
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lights in offices selected to form an ecology \ " 
bol on one side of the building. 

J.K. 

Arlington, Virgin' 




With the new equal-time laws applicable to Hu- 
public radio and TV media, it might be ben. 
ficial to run political candidates on an ecolog. 
ticket. Realizing that actual election of such > 
candidate may be an unrealistic expectation, ih 
real benefit of such a campaign would be to focu 
attention on the ecological issues and to force ill. 
other candidates to take firm stands. This is a 
tactic which has seen some success in the anh 
war movement, and it was used by the Socialisi 
Party in years past to influence the established 
political parties. 

B.S. 

Lake Placid, New York 


I have a scheme for Ecotage which I have al- 
ready partly put into action. I had a ritual (and 
very enjoyable) Detergent Burning. I rushed 
around the house, collected all the packets of 
detergent and made a bonfire of the lot in the 
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i "den calling everybody in the house to join in 
i in celebration. 

I have since thought of what I must do next. 
I plan to visit my friends with packets of soap- 
M pikes and ask them to swap them for whatever 
detergent powder they have in their house. I then 
intend to hold a Ritual Burning Party. Entrance 
"ill be gained by adding a packet of detergent 
!>• the conflagration. 

H.B. 

Northants, England 




Institute “DONATION MADE IN YOUR 
NAME” gift cards for various ECO groups and 
causes like the ones used by the Heart and Cancer 
Funds and encourage people to send these instead 
of the usual gifts or flowers to new mothers, in 
remembrance of deceased, to like-minded friends 
at birthdays and Christmas. Even more desirable, 
promote their being sent to individuals or cor- 
porations responsible for pollution to let them 
know over and over that there are more and 
more of us determined to act against them. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


^7 
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Set up an organization dedicated to the i >i >i 
destruction of the environment. This organi < 
tion would list all those organizations that nm 
tribute to this destruction as honorary member 
This list would include how these organizaiimi 
are helping to destroy the enviro nm ent. 

Environmental Destruction ( • > 
Surrey, England 



What about an Unpolluted Baby Book? 

Similar to Dr. Spock, I’d imagine, but cm 
phasizing how to bring up your child clean. Many 
mothers would buy it and use it, avoiding pol 
luters, to whom it might not occur to sponta 
neously begin anti-pollution tactics. 

N.K. 

New York, New York 



Design, manufacture and distribute small de- 
cals for coughing pedestrians being asphyxiated 
by car exhaust to stick on car windows. These 
little round decals would have stickum on the 
printed side so that, when slapped on a car win- 
dow, the driver and occupants could read it. 
They would be easy to apply to vehicles stalled 
in traffic jams, but would be poor Ecotage in- 
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USE THE REFERENDUM SYSTEM TO STOl' 
POLLUTION OF OUR ENVIRONMENT: 

1) Where present state or municipal laws pn 
mit voting on issues via referendum or initial iv . 
use this technique to the hilt! Prepare and pn 
sent signed petitions on any vital measure l<u 
protection of the environment. This puts people 
issues to the people! 

2) Where national pollution problems an 
concerned, petition Congress for national refa 
endums on specific preventive legislation. Foi 
instance: 

SHOULD ALL FACTORIES, PROCESSING 
PLANTS AND UTILITY COMPANIES BE 
SEVERELY FINED BY LAWS AGAINST 
AIR AND WATER POLLUTION? 

YES ( ) NO ( ) 

If Congress fails to conduct the referendum, all 
environmental organizations should combine to 
conduct a voluntary national referendum. 

M.S. 

New York, New York 



I believe that the Un-American Activities 
Committee that is busy investigating Commies, 
Hippies, etc. is missing its mark. They should be 
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investigating polluters. I’m sure that if the Com- 
iii 1 1 lee looked into this matter they would discover 
tin it the polluters are knowingly or unknowingly 
In cahoots with alien beings (out-of -spacers?) 
who want to change the face of the earth for 
I Itcir own ends, whatever they may be. There- 
fore, concentration camps should be set up im- 
mediately by the Army Corps of Engineers and 
iniijor polluters consigned to them until the facts 
me made perfectly clear. A law should be passed 
making lying a capital crime and that would take 
care of most of the politicians. 

P.S. Please mail my prize money as soon as 
possible. I want to air-condition my cesspool. 

F.F. 

Bellmore, New York 

We have a National Environmental Protection 
Agency and if this agency could arrive at a set 
of criteria to judge the various businesses, per- 
haps we could promote a new status symbol — 
“Certified by NEPA” — which in turn could be 
used by prospective shareholders in determining 
whether or not to buy shares in that company. It 
would take effort to encourage the brokerage 
firms to advertise the NEPA certification and it 
would take mass publicity to encourage share- 
holders to look for the label, but given these, the 
system may work. Eventually, it might be pos- 
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sible to get the New York Stock Exchange i • 
prohibit the trading of stocks which do not can , 
the certification. If we can ever reach that happy 
state, you can be sure of a response by the laig. 
corporations of the country. 

P.P. 

Mattapoisett, Massachusetts 



Here is an idea for a pollution chemistry set. 
It should be a special chemistry set designed to 
show the effects of pollutants to children. Mono- 
sodium glutamate, nitrogen oxides, all the sub- 
stances which make it dangerous to eat, drink 
or breathe would be included, together with ex- 
periments which show how dangerous they are, 
and perhaps also how to test them in ordinary 
foods, etc. 

N.K. 

New York, New York 



Give an annual ECO ball in every major city 
— even an ECO deb party — and make sure the 
papers publish a list of those wealthy and influ- 


• mial people not asked to attend due to their 
U k. of regard for the general concern. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 



Have people make up their own versions of 
i lie state flags. They should depict an animal en- 
il.mgered by a corporation. People can then hang 
them in front of the corporation’s building at 
half-mast. One example would be a flag with a 
baby seal being clubbed to death hung in front 
of a fur coat manufacturer. 

S.N. 

Anaheim, California 



You may recall that miners took parakeets 
and other small birds down to work with them 
because these little creatures were sensitive to 
gas. The birds might expire, but the men would 
still have time to head for the surface! A similar 
idea might be for environmentalists to make a 
show of carrying various sensitive small animals 
with them into dangerous polluted environments 
as a protest — particularly if animals could be 
found which reacted dramatically to current pol- 
lution levels. 
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Imagine bringing a parakeet into a restauranl. 
feeding it a bit of the blue plate special, and hav 
ing it keel over! — or demonstrating the water pol 
lution levels in your neighborhood by submergin ' 
goldfish or some other sensitive breed in lak< 
and streams and showing them die! This is .1 
rather brutal way of “making a point,” but ccr 
tainly it is more desirable than the species offkills 
predicted by Paul Ehrlich. Other, perhaps less 
final effects might be achieved by bringing ani 
mals to an environmentally controlled, air-con- 
ditioned office, or taking them out on an airporl 
observation deck. 

N.K. 

New York, New York 



Organize the ECO faith and get your move- 
ment some of the free or low-cost radio time 
available to religious groups. Then start preach- 
ing to the masses and educating. Someone has 
already observed that ECO must become a reli- 
gion in order to succeed, and it obviously must 
become a question of conscience on all levels so 
let’s spread the idea in any way possible. 

L.M.I. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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I or the past year, the Antioch Environmental 

• ouncil has presented a gold-sprayed 45 rpm 
. oul bearing our label to the top-ten air and 

• "I i len water polluters in Contra Costa County, 
villi some of the water polluters being selected 
lioin (he San Francisco Bay area. Names of the 
i"|) (en are chosen from the violations listings 
vliicli are published monthly by the air and wa- 
ll pollution control boards which are located in 
i lie Bay area. Reactions from the recipients have 
turn varied, from letters of invitation to visit the 
industry, to cries of “we didn’t do it,” to com- 
plaints to the control boards for listing the viola- 
tors. 

On the state level, two large Gold Records were 
presented, one to the Senate Transportation Com- 
mittee for its failure to pass a bill that would 
have provided the sharing of gasoline tax rev- 
enues for the development of mass transit systems 
in California. An oil company of California also 
was the recipient of a Gold Record for its expen- 
diture of large sums of money for advertising 
when it continually tops the violators list for the 
highest tonnage of air pollutants emitted from 
its plant in Contra Costa County. 

Two Gold Records were awarded on the na- 
tional level to the Department of the Army for 
the dumping of nerve gas into the Atlantic 
Ocean, and to the Department of the Navy for 
disposing of many wastes, including sewage, in 
the bays and oceans of this continent. 

A story of the Gold Record that was presented 
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to the United States Army for the nerve gns i 
was entered in the Congressional Record foi .. 
vember 1970. 

As the year progressed, I felt that since we I. 
done such a good job of calling attention to n 
ative environmental acts, it also was neccs'. n , 
to recognize those individuals who were malon i 
positive contributions to the ecology movement 
Thus the PEP award: the Practicing Ecology lv< • 
pie Award. 

This award is in the form of a living poll, i 
plant, donated by a local florist, and it is pie 
sented to a recipient recommended to the I n 
vironmental Council. 

The PEP recipients to date include a charm i nr 
lady of eighty-two years who, during her mill 
walk each day, picks up discarded litter along tin- 
way. She also makes an effort to see that the trash 
gets to the recycling center. 

“Johnny Iceplant” became a member of our 
PEP crew. He is a mod-styled young man who 
plants iceplants and ivy along freeways ami 
wherever else it is needed to help combat auto 
hydrocarbons. 

Another recipient was a local third-grade 
teacher who gardens organically, recycles most of 
her wastes, and teaches her students ecology. 

Our most recent PEP award was presented to 
a man who for a number of years has worked for 
the betterment of parks and camping facilities in 
California. He is now writing a syndicated col- 
umn on camping and the environment. 
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I lu* AEC will continue to mail Gold Records 
•i present PEP awards throughout the following 
t"M as a small reminder that there are things 
■hut an individual can do to call attention to the 
(•" i I hat all is not well in the world, but necessary 
hunges can be made if we want them badly 
• in nigh. 

J.J. 

Antioch Environmental Council 

Antioch, California 



Bring pressure to bear on any organization 
having a contest that requires a type-written en- 
1 1 y that is double-spaced instead of single-spaced. 
I his would use half as much paper which uses 
half as many trees, etc. 

I would include bringing pressure to bear on 
I '.n vironmental Action for the Ecotage Contest. 

D.S. 

Laramie, Wyoming 


WHO 

WAS 

THAT 

MASKED 

MAN? 


Although we have committed a couple of 
misdemeanors — mostly trespass — we considci 
the risks worthwhile. Our crimes are minuscule 
compared to the hundreds of crimes that are 
being committed daily on our environment. We 
honestly believe we are fighting for our lives. 

MEMBER, ECO-COMMANDO FORCE. 



"the fox" 


No one typifies the spirit of ecotage more than 
” The Fox” of Kane County, Illinois. His cam- 
paigns have shaken the walls of corporate board- 
rooms. Here, reprinted with the permission of the 
Chicago Daily News, are the columns by Mike 
Royko that chronicled “The Fox’s” exploits. 


“THE FOX” STRIKES AGAIN 

The fox went out on a chilly night. He prayed 
for the moon to give him light. He had many 
a mile to go that night, before he reached the 
town-o. — Old folk song. 

At about 10 o’clock Friday, a brawny man in 
work clothes walked into the lobby of a steel 
company in East Chicago carrying a big metal 
case. 

As the receptionist glanced up, he calmly re- 
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moved the top of the can and sloshed the com. m. 
across the shiny tile floor. 

The stench was terrible, as about 50 pouu.u 
of long-dead fish and sewage came spilling out 

“What are you doing?” the stunned reception 
ist screamed. 

“This will explain,” he said, handing ha .. 
note. Then he strode from the building. 

One secretary was so nauseated by the me , 
on the floor that she was taken to see a doci. . 
Other employees had to leave their offices an.! 
go outside for air. 

“The Fox” had struck again. 

And who is “The Fox”? 

He’s sort of an antipollution “Zorro” who ha-, 
been harassing various companies, evading tin- 
police, and making himself a min or legend 
around Aurora, in Kane County. 

He drifted over to Indiana Friday because tin- 
steel company there has a subsidiary near Aurora 
that is an air and water polluter. 

Hardly anybody knows who he is, especially 
the police and his victims. But whenever he 
blocks a company’s drainage system, tries to seal 
off its chimney, puts a dead skunk on the porch 
of an executive or dumps dead fish in a lobby, 
he leaves a note telling why, and always signs it 
“The Fox.” 

During his adventures, “The Fox” has been 
chased by plant guards, has crawled through 
drainage pipes, climbed roofs in the dead of 
night, and a shot has been fired in his direction. 


1 1 is rumored that at least one manufacturing 
mm has posted a reward — cash or a job promo- 
• * • . 1 1 for his identification. 

I'lic Kane County sheriff’s police have spent 

than a year trying to learn his identity, but 

it., y have failed. 

"We’ve got a thick file on ‘The Fox,’ ” said 
the sergeant who runs the investigation. “If we 
. ver get him, there are a lot of things we can 
i lunge him with, including criminal damage to 
property. But so far, we haven’t been able to nail 
him. I think ‘The Fox’ might be more than one 
man — maybe a group of antipollution nuts.” 

That’s partly true. “The Fox” has been helped 
in a few of his adventures by several trusted 
friends. But “The Fox” is one man. I know this 
because we got together after his fish-dumping 
raid. He wanted to talk about why he did it. 

In the finest romantic traditions of all mystery 
crusaders, “The Fox,” by day, is an ordinary, 
soft-spoken citizen. He’s approaching middle age, 
has a respectable job, a family, and has never 
before gone outside the law. 

“I’ll tell you how this ‘fox’ thing got started,” 
he began. “I’ve always lived in Kane County and 
I remember how beautiful it was. 

“I do a lot of hiking in the country and over 
the years I saw what some of these companies 
were doing to the air and to the streams. I saw 
them dumping filth into the Fox River and creeks 
where I caught fish as a kid, where ducks could 
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swim. Now I was seeing streams where n.m » 
can live. 

“Nothing seemed to make them stop. S.> I .1 
cided that even if I was only one man. l .l 
something. I don’t believe in hurting poopi 
in destroying things, but I do believe in slope » 
things that are hurting our environmeui. • 
have been doing something. I want them to kn. * 
why it is being done, so I always leave a n - 
suggesting that they clean up their mess, a l 1 
sign it ‘The Fox.’ That’s because of the I 
River. 

“I’ll give you an example. There’s this slivim 
Mill Creek, and it used to have good bluer' 11 
fishing. Then this soap manufacturing pin • 
dumped soap curds and other waste in it 11 mil 
it was lifeless. 

“The plant has a 42-inch drain, so I plugged 11 
up with bales of straw, rocks, logs and things I 
guess I did that about five times. So every linn 
they’d have problems and have to get in time 
and clean it out. I’d always leave them notes, 
saying things like ‘Why not put your engineer 
on this problem and eliminate your pollution?’ 

“One night I went over there and used a flash 
light. They must have spotted me because as I 
was coming out of a field, and crossing a road, 
cars came down the road in both directions, ami 
guards jumped out with flashlights. They chased 
me across a field, but I got away by jumping into 
the creek and wading downstream for about a 
mile. 
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"Another time, a plant had welded the drain 
... , so I couldn’t get at it conveniently. I had 
I.. j*. i in another way and crawl about a quarter 
..! mile underground. That’s the scaredest I’ve 
» • . i been, but it worked out. I blocked it up 
iplctely. 

'And, of course, there was the night I was 
»iiimg away from a plant grounds and there 
».m a shot. I assume they were either shooting at 
«..■ or trying to frighten me away. 

''Generally, though, I’m very careful to avoid 
in tig seen. Why, when we tried to stop up the 
< lilmney of an aluminum processing company — 

I lutd help on that one — we had to get up on 
i heir roof the first time to measure the chimney, 
,iiid a second time to install the chimney cap. Ac- 
tually, it didn’t work too well, but they got the 
message. 

“The soap company has reacted properly. They 
me making an effort to improve and it shows in 
l lie creek. But the aluminum plant — they’re stub- 
born. You should see the filth that comes out 
of their chimney and drain. So that’s why I had 
lo go to their parent company and throw those 
fish around. It was a nauseating thing to do, I 
guess, but why shouldn’t they get a sample of 
what they are doing to nature?” 

“The Fox” has been so tight-lipped that even 
his family and relatives don’t know about his ac- 
tivities. He has sat in taverns and heard himself 
discussed. Only a few like-minded friends share 
his secret and help on heavier jobs. 
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“How long will ‘The Fox’ of Kano < 
continue to roam?” I asked. 

“Oh, I know this all sounds silly ami di; 

he said, “but I’d rather hear a frog croak In 
see a flight of mallards cutting through .1 
than hear some guy talk about increasing |n 
when he did it by killing nature. So I’ll I v 1 
Fox’ until I see results.” 

‘The Fox” did not tell me his name, aliii,, ( >■ 
he provided ample proof that he was, in.l. 
“The Fox.” We felt it would be better if I di,i 
know. 

But I’ll never forget the last words this dashing 
daring figure said to me. As he left, he turn, a 
waved and said: 

Well, I’ve got to get home to supper.” 


STEEL YOURSELF: “FOX” IS BACK! 

The man who calls himself “The Fox” wm 
slightly winded. It had been a busy three days. 

But after a few months of inactivity, he w.i 
back in action, nipping at the polluters. 

He’s getting warmed up again with a fairly 
modest project — plastering signs that attack U.S. 
Steel all over the place. 

That’s not as dramatic as some of his previous 
exploits, such as jamming the chimneys ami 
sewage systems of industrial polluters. 

But, as I said, he is just getting warmed up. 
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1 1,, is how he warms up: 

• hi Sunday night, he crawled out on a railroad 
dial crosses the Indiana Toll Road to put 
#i> *i sign 60 feet long. The sign read: “We’re 
Involved — in Killing Lake Michigan. U.S. Steel.” 

I hung it along the side of the bridge so it 
. aid he seen by the people driving on the toll 

• •"id, 

While I was there, a train came along. It 
*■ nu'il the hell out of me. All of a sudden the 
1 lidgo started shaking and there I was with the 

• i id n coming and me with the sign hanging over 
i!u side. I thought the thing would hit me.” 

lie slapped up a couple of more big signs in 
i lit- Gary area, all of them directed at U.S. Steel. 
On Tuesday he showed up in the Loop, with 

• stack of cardboard signs under his arm. 

lie strolled into the Wool worth store, on Wash- 
ington near State, and put one in the window. 

“Nobody paid any attention to me. I just 
put it in the window and walked out.” Then he 
watched with pleasure as people stopped, their 
i- yes caught by the wording: “I Can’t Stop Killing 
Your Environment. I Need the Profits. U.S. 
Steel.” 

He walked over to a women’s wear store on 
Randolph Street and slipped a sign into a display. 
It said: “Please Stop Me Before I Kill More Wild- 
life. U.S. Steel.” 

He pasted one up on an elevated ramp leading 
into a department store. While he was on the L 
platform, he stuck one on the side of a CTA 
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train that was pulling in. It said: “I Will ( 

Killing Your Environment as Long as the ( 

Let Me.” 

After that, I took a break for a cup of colh 
he said. When he finished his coffee, he paid i, . 
check, and slid a sign in the window of the mil. . 
shop. “Making Steel Is My Business, Murdi m, # 
Your Environment Is My Sideline,” it read. 

He went into a men’s store, looked at .son,, 
sweaters, and popped a sign into the window. \ 
couple of empty newspaper stands were handy 
and he left signs in them. 

In a comer of each sign was the inscription 
The Fox the “O” drawn as the smiling fm < 
of a fox. He took that name because he live 
near Aurora, in the Fox River Valley, where In 
began his campaign against polluters. 

It’s funny,” he said, when he was done, “pen 
pie never notice me leaving the sign. But they 
notice the signs. And that’s the idea. People have 
to be reminded, over and over again. That’s wliat 
I’m trying to do.” 

For one ordinary, middle-class, middle-aged 
man, “The Fox” has been remarkably successful 
in reminding people. Since I first described his 
activities this summer, he has been written aboul 
by Time, Newsweek, the National Observer, and 
other publications. As sort of his informal press 
secretary and telephone answering service, I’ve 
been interviewed by countless radio stations. 
“The Fox” doesn’t want to be interviewed him- 
self because his voice could be recognized. 
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*.i vcral TV producers, eager to exploit any- 
tliihj' for good old show biz, have offered to fly 
him to New York to appear before the cameras. 

• ‘nr guaranteed that anonymity of “The Fox” 

* nil Id be preserved by having him wear, so help 
mi . h fox mask. The producer didn’t say if “The 
h'»" would have to perform a song and dance. 

He has become a national figure. Not long 
ip i. a high federal official — David Dominick, 
lommissioner of the Federal Water Quality Ad- 
ministration in the Interior Department — talked 
•ihoiit “The Fox” in a speech before the Ameri- 
Society of Civil Engineers. He said: 

“ ‘The Fox,’ by his deeds, challenges us all 
with the question: ‘Do we, as individuals in a 
iivlmological society, have the will to control 
mid prevent the degradation of our environ- 
ment?’ ” 

Most men would be tempted to step forward 
.ind identify themselves at this point and take an 
ego-trip. 

But “The Fox” is happy to go on being just 
another face in the crowd. 

“I haven’t been found out and I want to keep 
it that way. In fact, some of the people out my 
way are going around saying they’re ‘The Fox’ 
and that’s fine with me. It diverts attention. Let 
the snoopers talk to them.” 

Among the “snoopers” have been a photog- 
rapher from another Chicago paper who spent 
a couple of days asking questions in Kane Coun- 
ty, and a playwright from New York. 


152 


ECOTAGE! 


“The photographer asked somebody I' • 
knew where I might be caught in a pholo 
The man sent him to some woods anti -..n t t 
be there for sure. The photographer sal r 
freezing half the night. The playwriglii lm . 
went back to New York and said he could 
his play without me,” “The Fox” said. 

Most important, the Kane County six ■ >n • 
office hasn’t tracked him down. All they lia 
a thick file of his Mission: Impossible-stylo i.n i 
on polluters. 

Now he has branched out of the Fox IG 
Valley, and his new target is U.S. Steel. 

“Naturally, I can’t reveal what I’ll be doin 
he said. “I’m just one man and U.S. Steel is In. 
so I have to have the element of surprise on m 
side.” 

U.S. Steel — get ready for surprises. 

“THE FOX” FOULS CORPORATE NEST 

Edward Logelin, a U.S. Steel vice president, i 
usually a jovial back-slapper. But his mood w;i 
dark Monday. He was angry enough to fight. 

“The Fox,” the pollution foe, had invaded 
Logelin’s offices on the 18 th floor at 208 S. La 
Salle, and had sloshed filthy, foul-smelling liquid 
on his white carpet. 

Now the usually calm executive office was 
crawling with police. They were questioning sec- 
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Miles, measuring the rug, making out reports, 

Hi)', photographs. 

You shouldn’t call him ‘The Fox,’ ” Logelin 
■ hi. d. “He should be called the hyena because 

.ii . what he is. 

lie came here when he knew all the men 

•uld be out to lunch and there were only de- 
i m .dess secretaries. 

Why didn’t he come when I was here? I’m a 
iff boy. I can take care of myself. But, no, he 
. .nne when he knew we’d be away. 

"A prank is one thing. But this is no prank. 
II. splashed some of that stuff on one of the girls. 
We don’t even know what it is. We’ll have her 
. summed. The girls are so upset I’m going to 
■ive them tomorrow off so they can calm down. 

I here’s nothing funny about this stuff.” 

Indeed, there isn’t. The filthy, foul-smelling 
liquid was very filthy and foul smelling. 

It came straight from U.S. Steel drains in 
( iary. 

“The Fox” was carrying it in a big glass bottle 
when he walked into Logelin’s office. 

He also had a sign and a tiny, coffin-shaped 
box under his arm. 

“Good afternoon,” he said, speaking quickly. 
“I am from the Fox Foundation for Conservation 
Education and we have an award for U.S. Steel 
lor their outstanding contributions to our environ- 
ment.” 

“Really?” the secretary said. 

“Yes,” said “The Fox.” He turned away and 
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began fumbling with the bottle. Howcvn. Ii. 
screwed the top on too tightly and couklii t 
it opened. 

This made the secretaiy suspicious and 
came out from behind her desk to see wlim 
was doing. 

“That almost ruined everything,” “Tin l 
said, when I talked to him later. “I had plain 
on splashing it inside one of the executive olli. 
not hi the reception area. But when I couldn't 
the top off fast enough, I had to dump it n - 
there.” 

Just as he got it open, the secretary got t l* • ■ 
which is why she was splashed on the foot i 
“The Fox” began pouring. 

“Edna, Edna,” she shrieked to another 
retary. 

“I guess it was pretty' messy,” “The Fox” said 
“You see, I had put some cla ms in the wain 
They symbolize the destruction of wildlife. And 
I got the water out at the steel plant. I walked 
onto the grounds, crawled down an embankment, 
and caught it as it came out.” 

Having dumped his mixture of sewage and 
clams, “The Fox” turned and hurried toward (In- 
door. He paused long enough to slap a bumper 
sticker on the glass door, which read: “Go Fox, 
Stop Pollution.” (One of his admirers has mark- 
up the bumper stickers. ) 

Then, the secretaries screaming at him, “The 
Fox” hurried down a flight of steps to the 1 7 th 
floor, ducked into a men’s room, washed the 
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iliillon off his hands, and rode an elevator to 
e lobby. He got there just as the building secu- 
C.iiards were being alerted. He jumped in a 
d. ind made his escape. 

After “The Fox” fled, U.S. Steel’s executive 
iiii cs were in a dither. 

I was having lunch when the secretary called 
Logelin said. “I rushed back. We thought 
box he left behind might be a bomb.” 

I lie police approached the coffin-shaped box 
,nv fully, opened it gingerly, and found that it 
is not a bomb. 

Instead, it contained a dead perch, a dead 
nay fish, a dead frog, and a small jar of dark 
ll ii id taken from U.S. Steel’s outlets. The dead 
• f eatures were also meant to be symbols of pol- 
lution’s effects on wildlife. 

Later when he was back in his home near 
Aurora, in the Fox River Valley, from which he 
look his name, “The Fox” discussed his latest 

exploit. , 

“He says I was picking on women? Tfaats 
nonsense. I didn’t mean to bother them. It’s the 
company. They just work there. 

“It’s silly for him to talk about fighting me. 
I’m nonviolent. I have never hurt anyone. But 
1 would be glad to debate him on television if 
(here is some way my identity could be protected. 
What the heck, I’ll take him on. He can bring 
his lawyers if he wants to, and maybe 1 11 bring 
Ralph Nader and we can have a nice public dis- 
cussion.” 
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“The Fox” conceded that he was motv n. 
Monday than during any of his earlier . i- 
which have included stopping up the ill " 

systems and smokestacks of polluters in In 

Fox River Valley. 

“I had planned tills pretty carefully, going il" - 
and looking the place over and all that. In, ■ 
was still nervous. Heck, I don’t want l<> 

caught. I’m just an ordinary person. But 

body has got to let these guys know how pi ■ i 
feel. 

“And I don’t understand why he is so up 
about Ills rug. After all, that’s the stulf they p>. 
in our lakes and streams, so it ought to be gr 1 
enough for his rug. They keep saying that tin 
aren’t really polluting our water. If that’s line, 
then it shouldn’t hurt his rug, right?” 

“The Fox” is a sly one. 


“THE FOX” GOES NATIONAL 

A lady picked up a bar of Dial soap in a 
supermarket on the Northwest Side yesterday ami 
was surprised to find an extra label stuck to tin 
wrapping. It read: 

“Armour Dial pollutes our air. Armour Dial 
pollutes our water.” 

The same thing was happening in stores in 
Aurora, Los Angeles, Dallas, Houston, Seattle 
and Arkansas. 
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Naturally, the stickers were signed “The Fox.” 
Yes he is back after a layoff of several weeks 
„ which he made plans and looked over his 
„nildcr. It appeared that the law might have 
, „ closing in on him after his recent invasion 
.1 the executive offices of U.S. Steel, during 
, hu h he dumped the company’s own polluted 
• «ter on its rugs. 

This time he is off on the most ambitious anti- 
i dilution prank of his colorful career. 

Thousands of the self-adhesive labels have 
| teen sent to people he trusts in cities across the 

iiiuntry. , 

At a prearranged time this week, they wen 
food shopping in their local supermarkets and 
lingered in the soap sections, sticking the labels 
to the bars of Dial. 

“The Fox” zeroed in on Dial because he has 
had a long wrestling match with one of the Ar- 
mour-Dial plants, this one in Montgomery, a 

small town west of Chicago. 

He says they haven’t reacted to countless pleas 
to curb their water and air pollution, so he de- 
cided on the tactic of embarrassing the company 

on a national scale. . ^ 

(An Armour-Dial spokesman in Montgomery 
says “The Fox” is mistaken. “If you are going to 
write about this, I want to say somethmg. We ve 
spent over a million dollars on antipollution mea- 
sures We eliminated oil and coal burning. We 
installed natural gas furnaces within the last year. 
We have primary and secondary water treatment. 
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It’s been approved by the Environmcnlal l i 
tion Agency.”) 

“Don’t get me wrong,” “The Fox” said \< ■ 
day, after the soap-stickers began turning up 
stores. “I’m not trying to hurt the sale <>l l» 
soap. There would be no sense in that bee an-, 
they don’t make money they can’t make llu- i. 
essary improvements. 

“In fact, we want people to buy the soap. In a 
we’d like them to send the wrapper with • 

label on it to the Dial company and ask 

‘What about this?’ ” 

Obviously, “The Fox” is no longer work in • 
alone in his nondestructive guerrilla war upon 
polluters. 

He has developed a circle of accomplices m 
the Chicago area and in other parts of the conn 
try. 

He says this will make him more effective, but 
it also increases the risk of his being betrayed by 
a fink. And that appears to have almost liap 
pened on Tuesday night. 

“The Fox” was taking one of his moonliglii 
strolls, this time on the grounds of the Armour 
Dial plant. 

He had a bag of cement, some lime, screens 
and wood slabs. 

He stopped near a drainpipe that empties into 
Mill Creek. 

This is a drain that “The Fox” has stopped 
up before. But never with cement. 

He hadn’t started working on it when a squad 
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. ii i pulled up and a spotlight picked him out of 
Mu* darkness. 

‘I ran like hell,” “The Fox” said. 

1 1 wasn’t chance that brought the police car 
lo the scene. Chief John Hughes says he got an 
ml vance tip that somebody was going to jam the 
h tinpipe, and he had a car checking every half 
hour. 

Now “The Fox” is sure that somebody is a 
•tool pigeon. 

“But they have to catch me in the act,” he 
ays. “Otherwise, we are all ‘The Fox,’ every- 
body who is working with me.” 

Not really. Only one person is “The original 
I ox.” He’s the man who was in a bar one night 
talking to some strangers about the threats to the 
environment, and one of them scoffed: 

“You’re really a nut when it comes to the en- 
vironment, aren’t you?” 

“Sure,” “The Fox” said, “I’m a nut about the 
environment because I don’t know any other 
place to live.” 


eco-commandoes 


While ■ ‘‘The Fox” usually operates alone , eeo 
tage is also the perfect activity for group outing \ 
Here Environmental Action’s Peter Harnik out 
lines how a group, the Eco-Commando Force ’70. 
attacked a dirty problem in Florida. 

On the morning of Wednesday, April 22. 
1970, as an estimated 20 million Americans wen- 
preparing to take part in Earth Day activities 
across the country, a young landscape architect 
in Miami rubbed the sleep out of his eyes ami 
painfully arose. His body ached, and he was cov- 
ered with mosquito bites. His arms and legs were 
scratched, and his hands were a sickly color of 
yellow. He groaned, slowly got dressed, and went 
to work. 

In other parts of town, four other young men 
and women woke up in similar states of discom- 
fort, dressed and slowly made their way to their 
jobs. 

160 
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t inbeknownst to their co-workers and even 
iltfir families, these five were members of a clan- 
,1, sline guerrilla organization which had just 
i. imiched one of the most bizarre assaults in 
\mcrican history. The night before, the five had 
iioeessfully attacked six sewage treatment plants 
iml two motels in the Miami vicinity. 

The secret organization that masterminded the 
plot was called Eco-Commando Force ’70 — and 
ii was one of the most unorthodox and unusual 
I'.uerrilla organizations the world had ever seen. 
Its members espoused no one political philosophy. 

I hey did not advocate overthrowing the govern- 
ment. They did not carry weapons and they 
abhorred the use of violence. Their enemies were 
l hose who pollute or allow the continued pollu- 
tion of southern Florida, their tactics were aimed 
at educating the local population, and their goal 
was the protection of the environment. 

On the night of April 21st, five of the Eco- 
Commandoes had left a secret base in Coconut 
Grove and driven to a nearby sewage treatment 
plant, parking their cars a safe distance away. 
Dressed all in black, they had quietly scaled a 
fence, snuck past a sleepy guard and entered the 
dimly lit plant. Each then had made directly for 
one of the huge sewage tanks and had lobbed in 
a “bomb” containing a powerful but harmless 
yellow dye. 

With military precision, they had regrouped, 
left the plant and scurried for the fence. Then, 
only seconds away from freedom, disaster nearly 
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struck. The fence bent under the weight <>l 
of the Commandoes, the guard was awaki n 
and he called the police. As the five had in i>. 
their two cars and begun to drive away, they wn. 
confronted by a state trooper. The two 
mando autos each went a different direction, m..i 
when the trooper caught up with one of llicm 
all he found was a couple parked by the side • i 
the road, locked in a heavy embrace. 

Undaunted by their near capture, the gun 
rillas had regrouped and repeated their attai I 
on five other sewage plants and topped oil' Hi. 
campaign by flushing dye down the toilets of ill. 
Howard Johnson Motor Lodge and the Airpoit 
Crossways Inn, two motels which have their own 
small sewage treatment facilities. They had then 
notified the press and gone home. 

Next morning, the reason behind the attack 
became clear. Half of Dade County’s notoriously 
polluted canals had turned bright yellow from 
the dye — and they stayed that way for most of 
the day. The predictions and warnings of the 
Eco-Commando Force ’70 were proven correcl. 
The dye did not float out of the canals and into 
the ocean. And if the dye didn’t, then the sewage 
certainly didn’t either. 

To emphasize their demonstration, the at- 
tackers issued the following press release, which 
they called Co mmuni que. No. 1 : 

“As part of the celebration of Earth Day,” it 
said, “Eco-Commando Force ’70 this mor nin g 
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di lacked a number of sewage treatment plants 
mid businesses which are polluting Dade County’s 
•II cams and canals. A harmless, bright yellow dye 
was placed at the discharge points of the plants, 
and, where possible, in the plants themselves. 
The dye patches will show what happens to the 
sewage that is dumped into our waterways. If the 
dye is not carried very far downstream from the 
plants, residents should be warned of possible 
dangerously high concentrations of pollutants due 
to lack of stream-flow. 

“Dade County citizens need not worry about 
this attack — unless their drinking water turns 
yellow.” 

For a country which was only taking the first 
few rudimentary steps toward educating itself 
about environmental problems, the Eco-Com- 
manao Force ’70 of Miami was amazingly sophis- 
ticated. Its members had analyzed some of the 
enviro nm ental problems of the area and chosen 
one which was severe enough to warrant atten- 
tion, yet localized enough to yield to pressure. 
They had devised an approach which was harm- 
less enough not to antagonize the citizenry, 
graphic and daring enough to arouse interest, and 
serious enough to embarrass local officials. They 
had consulted their lawyer beforehand. Their tim- 
ing was perfect. And they had cultivated an ex- 
cellent relationship with the press. 

Best of all, the Eco-Commandoes had hit upon 
a spectacular strategy. They remained anony- 
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mous to create an aura of mystery. They it. 
ished their guerrilla image so that no on. 
able to guess at their strength. And they ■ . * 
able to “raise the stakes” of the conflict by h. 

ering at the fringes of illegal activity. A 

of the Commandoes noted to a reporter <>t.. 
months later, “Although we have committed ■ 
couple of misdemeanors — mostly trespass 
consider the risks worthwhile. Our crimes ... 
minuscule compared to the hundreds of crimn 
that are being committed daily on our enviion 
ment. We honestly believe we are fighting l..i 
our lives.” 

After the April 21st raid, the Eco-Comm;m 
does disappeared from sight. Local officials hit. I 
been annoyed and embarrassed by the action, 
but they did not expect more trouble and wen- 
confident that the guerrillas would not be hard 
to track down if the situation demanded it. On 
both counts they were mistaken. 

On the morning of July 4th, a day on whir l) 
Dade County’s beaches are traditionally packed 
with residents and tourists, early risers were 
stunned to find bright red, official warning signs 
posted. The signs, never before seen on Florida 
beaches, said: 

DANGER 
POLLUTED 
NO FISHING 
NO SWIMMING 
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POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS CONCEN- 
TRATIONS OF PATHOGENIC BACTERIA 

HAVE BEEN FOUND AT OR NEAR THIS 

LOCATION. SWIMMERS AND FISHER- 
MEN RISK INFECTION AND DISEASE. 

DO NOT REMOVE THIS NOTICE. 

Dade County officials were furious at the deed 
mid hastily removed the 800 signs from four 
major beaches, but thousands of holiday fun-and- 
siin-seekers had been jolted by the signs. The 
Eco-Commandoes’ Communique No. 2 was even 
more strongly worded than their first. 

“Many Miamians will feel themselves incon- 
venienced by our actions,” it said. “Do not direct 
your anger at Eco-Commando Force ’70. We 
did not allow these beaches to become danger- 
ously polluted. We have only done a job which 
the public officials charged with protecting your 
welfare have refused to do. Direct your anger at 
these malfeasants who endanger your health. 

“When these signs are taken down, which they 
will be,” it continued, “the beaches will' be no 
less polluted, no less dangerous. It will be dan- 
gerous to fish or swim in the Miami area until 
we have adequate sewage treatment facilities. 
Until then, for your own safety, we urge Dade 
County residents to take their children to swim- 
ming pools instead of the beach. We urge tourists 
to go to the Bahamas or the Caribbean Islands 
where the water is still clean.” 
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The Communique also documented its pul in 
tion claims, recounting the press account* <■( 
swimmers “bumping into” floating lumps of ),,, 
man feces, and it explained how Dade olliu.ii 
arrived at safe pollution levels by waiting foi iL 
best wind and tides because of pressure limn 
tourist hotels. 

The Independence Day raid caused a mu. h 
greater stir than the first raid, for it struck at tin 
heart of Miami’s economy. County Managn 
Hoke Welch dismissed the pollution warnings n» 
“contrary to fact,” but he would not elaborate 
further to the press. Dade County Sheri IF I 
Wilson Purdy was instructed to arrest the Ecu 
Commandoes, but he was unable to specify 
charge, much less find the guerrillas. 

By now, the Eco-Commando Force ’70 was 
beginning to acquire a national reputation for 
imagination, a sense of the spectacular, political 
perceptiveness and a Robin Hood-like wiliness. 
True to style, however, the Force went under- 
ground, choosing to wait for just the right mo- 
ment rather than risking overexposure and loss 
of effectiveness. The right moment did not come 
until the middle of October. 

On October 20th and 21st, Miami played 
rather unwilling host to a federal-state water 
quality enforcement conference. These confer- 
ences are called by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) when it feels that a locality is 
not proceeding at a rapid enough pace in upgrad- 
ing its water standards and its water treatment 


WHO WAS THAT MASKED MAN? 

facilities. (Back in 1970, this same task was 
carried out by the now-defunct Federal Water 
Duality Administration.) Although the federal 
government does not authorize coercive measures 
at such a conference, it listens to the problems 
and promises of local officials and attempts to in- 
still a sense of urgency in them. In some cases, 
local officials are even able to persuade the EPA 
that they are moving as rapidly as is “feasible” 
and that they should be left in peace. The Eco- 
Commandoes feared that such might be the case 
in Miami and they hit upon a publicity stunt 
which would strengthen the hand of the federal 
authorities. 

Miami’s sewage treatment process has been 
called one of the cheapest and most ineffective in 
the country. It consists of a plant which grinds 
the sewage and a pipe which extends 12,000 
feet out into the Atlantic Ocean. Forty million 
gallons of raw sewage is pumped out daily — and 
since it is carried by fresh water, it rises to the 
surface of the ocean where it is pushed about by 
winds and tides. Miami officials claim it is carried 
out to sea by the Gulf Stream, but most Flo- 
ridians know better and they have sarcastically 
dubbed the area around the sewage outfall, “the 
Rose Bowl.” The Eco-Commandoes proposed to 
determine once and for all where the sewage 
goes. 

On the night of October 22nd, after two mis- 
sions were aborted due to high winds, the guer- 
rillas set out in a motorboat to the center of the 


I 


168 


ECOTAGE! 


putrid “Rose Bowl.” There, directly over the <>ni 
fall pipe, they released nearly 700 sealed bottl. . 
In each bottle was a card which was mm k. .1 
“S.O.S.” on one side and contained an explann 
tion of the Eco-Commando action on the olh. i 
Two other cards were included, one to the gov 
emor of Florida and the other to the editor of 
the Miami News . They read: 

This card was placed in a drift bottle released 
directly over the end of the Miami Beach sewer 
outfall which dumps raw, untreated sewage into 
the ocean. This drift bottle was found by 
(name, address). It was found at (location). 
This drift bottle was moved by the same wind 
and currents that move the raw sewage. THIS 
IS WHERE MIAMI’S SEWAGE GOES. 

After twelve days, over seventy cards had been 
returned to the News from Florida regions, in- 
cluding twenty-three from Hollywood, eight from 
Fort Lauderdale, one from Vero Beach (120 
miles from Miami) and one from Melbourne (a 
distance of 140 miles). In their “S.O.S.” explana- 
tion, the Eco-Commandoes noted: “This bottle 
has been moved by the same wind and water 
currents that move the raw sewage. Wherever you 
found this bottle, you can assume that some of 
Miami’s sewage was there also.” 

The October raid marked the last Eco-Com- 
mando action of 1970. On November 10, the 
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group tried to enlist the aid of Florida’s most pow- 
erful part-time resident, Richard Nixon, but were 
unsuccessful. In their letter to the president, the 
I co-Commandoes referred to Miami as “the pol- 
luted paradise” and reminded him that at times 
even the relatively clean beaches of Key Bis- 
cayne are “washed by the raw sewage pouring 
from the ocean outfalls which stud our coastline.” 
They also asked him if he was aware that “with 
(lie contribution of the Turkey Point power plant 
you may end up with boiled sewage at your rear 
doorstep,” but the letter was never answered by 
the White House. 

In December, the Eco-Commandoes promised 
reporters that they had big plans for the January 
1971 tourist season with special emphasis to be 
placed on the Orange Bowl and Super Bowl foot- 
ball games. Unfortunately, these plans never ma- 
terialized, and 1971 has proven to be a quiet 
year for the organization. 

In an anonymous telephone interview with En- 
vironmental Action, one of the Eco-Comman- 
does explained that the group’s membership had 
been temporarily dispersed and that most of those 
who remained in Miami had immersed themselves 
deeply in their “normal” environmental activities 
— working with clean air, clean water and popu- 
lation groups. He also noted that Miami and 
Dade County pollution control officials were be- 
ginning to take their jobs more seriously so that 
the need for the Eco-Commando Force ’70 was 
less apparent. He mentioned, however, that the 
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group would be reunifying again soon and ll> 
the Commandoes were still painfully aware <>l iu 
long battle which remained before Miami’s < n 
vironment would be cleaned up. 

Even if Eco-Commando Force ’70 never rev >i i 
to ecotage again, it will have made a permancin 
mark on the environmental movement in ili 
United States. Its actions have received wide put • 
licity, and others around the country have b< • n 
inspired to begin to take control of their own 
lives and their own communities. 

The success of Eco-Commando Force ’70 ni;i\ 
have been a case of “the right people in the right 
place at the right time,” but there are couni 
less parallel situations existing around the world 
Right now, in Miami, the same people who snuc k 
up on sewage plants are also involved in mon- 
orthodox activities, and — who knows? — they may 
be preparing lawsuits, writing research papers 
or even running for public office. Ecotage im- 
plies working outside the system, but the environ 
mental crisis demands a flexible, broad-ranging 
attack. In Dade County the ground work was 
laid with ecotage; what follows next is up to the 
community at large. 


PETER HARNIK 


A man is ethical only when life, as such, 
is sacred to him, that of plants and animals as 
that of his fellow men, and when he devotes 
himself helpfully to all life that is in need of 
help. 


ALBERT SCHWEITZER 


It is easy to understand the urge to drop out. 
Our senses are assaulted by an onslaught of sub- 
urban sprawl, freeways, airports, technological 
change, and pollution. Violence and destruction 
surround us. There must be an escape. 

The mountains provided sanctity at one time, 
but now strip min ers and developers are destroy- 
ing that haven. Small farms are surrounded by 
land under attack by fertilizers and pesticides 
from corporate agricultural ventures. The seclu- 
sion of tropical islands is being shattered by re- 
sort developments. No place is left untouched 
by contemporary man’s impact. Therefore, it is 
futile to think in terms of dropping out. We are 
all trapped. 

For many it is frustrating to realize that the 
major achievement of our civilization has been 
the total destruction of any semblance of refuge. 
That frustration is compounded by an under- 
standing of the destructive powers now available 
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to man. Bacteria, chemicals, nuclear energy, ami 
weather control are being tapped by the milt 
tary. Genetic engineering, mass psychologic 1 1 
conditioning, electronic surveillance, and chenii 
cal controls are about to become accessible to 
politicians. The awareness of the potential of such 
tools to shape society is fostering a new move 
ment. Its goal is to immobilize any attempts to use 
these instruments in a manner destructive to life. 

This new movement is unlike any that has ever 
existed. Some of its adherents are operating in 
the most sensitive areas of organizations and in- 
stitutions which dare to abuse the life processes 
of the biosphere in attempts to dominate human 
and physical resources. Because these workers 
are often the most trusted inside employees, there 
is no way for security guards to protect facilities 
and information from them. 

The movement’s strength is that it is not 
formally organized and it cannot be stopped by 
elimination of key leaders. Though not rigidly 
structured, it is unified by a philosophy of respect 
for life. The screening out of employees who will 
strike a blow for life is impossible. The constant 
moral conflict between their job requirements 
which yield destruction and their conscience will 
drive the ethical workers either to change tasks 
or to become revolutionaries. Once the choice is 
made to remain but no longer function as an 
automaton in a destructive role, it will soon be- 
come obvious that countless others share the con- 
flict. 


Daniel Ellsberg was driven to unleash the Pen- 
tagon Papers because he had to resolve the con- 
flict within himself. But his case only represents 
the most widely publicized example of informa- 
tion leakage; many documents are leaked daily to 
the press. 

After we launched the Ecotage Contest at En- 
vironmental Action, officials at one large com- 
pany circulated an inter-office memorandum to 
top plant security officials. It read in part: 

Environmental Action, which was the Earth 
Day coordinator in 1970, had all but faded out 
of sight and now seems to be grasping at straws 
in announcing its Ecotage Contest. It is pos- 
sible, however, that P&G locations could be 
subjected to some harassment as a result of 
the Contest. 

Enclosed are details of the Contest as issued 
by Environmental Action. Also enclosed is a 
warning from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
that business may be the target of sabotage as 
a result of the Contest. 

If your plants have already updated their 
“Guide — Protection of Plant Personnel and 
Property in Case of Rioting or Threats of De- 
struction” — there is probably little else you can 
do in this regard other than warning your plants 
that a principal objective of the Contest is to 
embarrass corporations. 

The day after this memo started the rounds at 
corporate headquarters we had a copy at En- 
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vironmental Action. Someone who had handl. J 
it in their office thought we might be intere.slol 
in the company’s reaction to our contest. 

> Man y go further than just leaking inform.! 
tion; they attempt to stop or to hinder processing 
procedures. The pollution of the Cuyahoga Rivu 
near Cleveland upset one veteran steel worker, 
Gilbert Pugliese, so much that he felt he could 
no longer contribute to it. His job required him 
to dump oily wastes into the river and he tie 
cided to stop activating the pump. For viola tin” 
a job order, he was suspended by Jones anti 
Laughlin Steel Corporation, but a threatened 
wildcat strike by fellow workers forced the com- 
pany to rescind the suspension and pay him for 
time lost during the dispute. 

Actions such as Pugliese’s must be understood 
as a new form of civil disobedience. They must 
become just as integral to the environmental 
struggle as the sit-in was to the civil rights move- 
ment or draft card burning was to peace organiz- 
ing. 

People are driven to civil disobedience to re- 
solve a strong moral conflict. It occurs when real 
changes are not forthcoming. 

Awareness of our ecological problems is now 
widespread, but the majority of people are not 
yet sensitive to their contribution to the destruc- 
tion of the environment. Those closest to the 
actual ecological damage which results from their 
personal action, like Pugliese’s, may easily feel a 
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moral conflict about their job. Such a crisis of 
conscience will be much harder to develop in 
computer programmers, salesmen, engineers, poli- 
licians, planners, and others who cannot directly 
see the degradation which results from what they 
do. But as environmental decay escalates and 
technology’s potential for destruction increases, 
more will understand the significance of their 
actions and decisions. They will then be moved 
to actions similar to Pugliese’s. 

Each time ecotage is committed, it must be 
made clear that the conflict is with the uses of 
technology which abuse life. This is not a twen- 
tieth-century Luddite movement which is out to 
destroy all technology. We know the computer 
can enhance man’s mental capabilities, mass tran- 
sit can unclog our cities, automation can free 
us from some tasks, and communications devel- 
opments can revolutionize our lives. 

The first task of those who are ready to act is 
to delineate critical points in the technological 
complexes which are abusing their niche in the 
social/biological system. Once pinpointed, pres- 
sure must be applied on these vulnerable junc- 
tures that will jeopardize the functioning of the 
entire techno-organism. These actions, which we 
call ecotage, must take new forms to accommo- 
date the newly perceived targets and to stimulate 
new attention. 

Because of the complexity of the critical sys- 
tems which must become focal points of con- 
troversy, tactical approaches cannot be dictated 
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from above. They must be decided by those v i. • 
design and maintain the equipment. This is n» 
portant because so much technology is inK i.l. 
pendent. The electrical energy source that pown» 
a defense contractor’s computer may also run :m 
iron lung. This interdependency forces us to can 
fully consider all possible ramifications of <>m 
actions. While it is easy to understand the emo 
tional impulse to lash out against twentieth-cen 
tury gadgets, this approach’s lack of focus ami 
potential for triggering unexpected chain rear 
tions cannot further our goal of transforming the 
destruction-oriented culture surrounding us. 

For us to be ultimately successful, one concept 
must be kept clearly in mind — all actions must 
be conducted in a manner which conveys the 
proper respect for life. The efforts of “The Fox” 
of Kane County, Illinois, best illustrate the tack 
to use. 

His target is much bigger than the facilities he 
actually attacks. He knows he must compete 
with corporate advertising which is launching 
major offensives to manipulate a public image. 
Yet with practically no resources at his disposal, 
in one night, he rendered impotent a multi- 
million-dollar advertising campaign by United 
States Steel. He countered the company’s claim 
“At U.S. Steel we’re involved” in solving social 
problems by placing a 60-foot banner that read 
“At U.S. Steel we’re involved — in killing Lake 
Michigan” on a railroad trestle. With the help 
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of news coverage, the real message of the cor- 
poration’s involvement spread to millions. 

“The Fox” has also stopped pollution at its 
source. He ecotaged an asphalt plant that had 
been the target of an unsuccessful antipollution 
campaign by local conservation groups. Slipping 
into the facility at night and turning exactly the 
right combination of valves, “The Fox” made the 
molten asphalt harden inside the production 
equipment. This shut the company down for days. 

It is obvious he had inside information about 
the plant’s most vulnerable points. Pressure on 
vulnerable points can also affect the efficiency 
of other systems. Elected officials of Highland 
Park, Michigan, became so upset with drivers who 
were using the small city’s streets as major traffic 
arteries for commuting to and from Detroit that 
they enacted a drastic plan of action. Their goal 
was to make it too inconvenient to commute. 
One-way streets were switched to two-way with 
plenty of stop signs. The town’s recreation depart- 
ment barricaded key side streets to impede motor- 
ists who cut in between the one-way avenues. 
The blocked areas were used for recreation. It 
is estimated by the suburban planners who de- 
signed the scheme that it produced a traffic reduc- 
tion of 70 percent during peak periods. 

The beauty of the Highland Park plan is that 
its designers recognized that any system has vul- 
nerabilities inherent within it. They found them 
and exploited them to the fullest. This same prin- 
ciple has also been used to immobilize recruit- 
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ment on campus by defense contractors. Studcm 
who would never consider working for this tyi *• 
of company made so many job interview appoint 
ments that no time was left for the serious in in 
viewees. 

Using the same approach the Library of Con 
gress was rendered inoperable by a group of cm 
ployees who were upset over their low salaries 
They took sick leave and began checking out 
books en masse. In a short time so many volumes 
were on call at the circulation desk that legit i 
mate researchers could not get what they wanted 
for days. 

Even the law can sometimes be used to create 
pressure on the opposition. One chemical com- 
pany found itself confronted in Anmoore, West 
Virginia, by a city council that was so upset over 
the horrendous pollution from the company’s 
plant that it simply stopped waiving the local 
property tax on the corporation’s facility. As a 
result, the company now has to pay. 

To make ecotage work, our real target must be 
more than a salary increase, a new traffic pattern, 
or a manufacturing process. We must select tac- 
tics which can confront and alter the attitudes 
which encourage destruction. 

As these ideas and internal dissension spread, 
the day may come when the buttons are pushed 
in several nations to launch the weapons of war 
and nothing will happen because someone cut the 
wires or reprogrammed the computers. 

If executed properly, ecotage actions are a 
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catalyst to speed a positive alteration of con- 
sciousness and to change attitudes which foster 
destruction. Yet, because our actions will encour- 
age other individuals inside the death-oriented 
military and industrial juggernaut to strike, we 
will be misunderstood at first. For example, the 
past chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, 
Glenn Seaborg, obviously missed the point. In the 
May 17, 1971, issue of Chemical and Engineer- 
ing News, he blasted the concept in a guest edi- 
torial. He wrote: “To neglect this [an orderly 
development and growth of nuclear power], or 
to mire it down in years of delay by endlessly 
prolonged interventions, by a continuous series of 
individual lawsuits and other so-called ‘eco-tac- 
tics’ and ‘ecotage’ will not solve our environ- 
mental problems and may well put us in the posi- 
tion of nominating man as one of the ‘endan- 
gered species.’ ” 

If anything will succeed in making man an 
“endangered species,” it will be the shenanigans 
of the Atomic Energy Commission, not the ac- 
tivity of the environmental movement. 

Even if the reasons for our actions are cor- 
rectly understood, many will find our positions 
and tactics hard to accept because the ecology 
movement is making new social demands. We are 
not just asking who controls tools; we are chal- 
lenging the very existence and use of certain 
technological innovations. 

The clash clearly transcends man-made politi- 
cal boundaries because organisms, with the ex- 
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ception of man, find it impossible to distingur li 
between the use of DDT or other dismpl i \ . 
substances in the name of socialism, communism, 
or capitalism. Our movement owes its allegiaiu e 
to the integrity of the life processes. We can only 
be successful when all who command pown 
share our loyalty. 

It is difficult to understand why anyone would 
oppose our stance, yet greed and self-interest an- 
driving some to thwart the changes that must 
come if the dynamics of life are to be protected 
We are meeting stiff opposition at every point of 
confrontation. We may even witness a group 
such as the Chamber of Commerce or an indus- 
trial lobby hold a “Corporatage” contest for ideas 
on how to stop ecology groups which are attack- 
ing their operation. But we shouldn’t worry be- 
cause anyone who is creative enough to suggest 
such an idea would probably be fired immedi- 
ately. They will continue to use more traditional 
tactics such as starving us out of existence or dis- 
crediting key spokesmen. 

Almost everything is on their side including a 
historical legacy that reveals our inability to curb 
the lust of some to abuse power. The odds of our 
effecting a big-enough social change are remote; 
yet, the seeds of a cultural change that will con- 
trol technology are being sown. Those of us who 
value the integrity of life must commit ourselves 
to securing enough time for these new lifestyles to 
predominate. 

It will be a long struggle that cannot end until 
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all of us and our mechanical/ chemical extensions 
display the proper reverence for the delicate web 
of life. But our task will be rewarding and we 
will win because man is not so far removed from 
nature that he has lost one of the basic natural 
drives, the survival instinct. 


— SAM LOVE 



son ©f ecotage 


We hope Ecotage has inspired you to come up 
with some new ideas on how to confront cor- 
porations and other institutions. If you try any- 
thing or if you come up with a zany new idea, 
please tell us about it. 

If enough material is submitted, we will do a 
revised edition called Son of Ecotage. 

Send suggestions or comments to: 

Son of Ecotage / 

Environmental Action 

Room 731 

1346 Connecticut Ave. N. W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
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©c@fage your wallet 


Environmental Action needs help. The Eco- 
tage Contest which produced the material for this 
book is only a small part of our program which 
confronts corporations and government agencies 
on many fronts. We are: 

— investigating the main sources of environ- 
mental abuse and bringing them to the 
public’s attention, 

— pressing for legislation to stop these abuses 
and working against laws which allow them 
to continue, 

■ — info rmin g the public which products are 
safe and which are dangerous to the en- 
vironment, 

— bringing lawsuits against those who are 
wrecking the environment, 

— keeping citizens informed about actions they 
can take individually and collectively. 
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Because Environmental Action believes it musl 
aggressively confront despoilers of the environ 
ment in all arenas, including the political, it is 
restricted by the Internal Revenue Service from 
receiving foundation or tax-exempt contributions. 
Our support can only come from people, like 
yourself, who believe in what we are doing. Please 
become a Supporter. 


I will be a Supporter of Environmental Action at: 
$10.00 $25.00 $50.00 $100.00 

(Supporters of Environmental Action receive a 
year’s subscription (24 issues) of our lively bi- 
weekly, Environmental Action.) 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

Make checks and money orders payable to: 


e nvironmental action o 

Room 731 1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
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